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CITY OF GREGORY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 8, 2026 | AT 6:00 PM 

GREGORY CITY HALL, 120 W 6TH ST, GREGORY, SD 57533 
 

The Gregory City Council met in regular session on Tuesday September 8, 2026, at 6:00 pm with 
Mayor Laura Petersen presiding. The City Council members present were Kristi Drey, Stacey Boes, 
Renee Thomas, Jessica Grage-Schmidt, Alex Hamilton, and Ashley Spinsby. Also present were 
Reporter Patty Connealy, GTA owner Morgan Painter, City Attorney Rachelle Norberg, Library 
Director Tara Engel, Public Works Supervisor Guhner Kepler, Water/Sewer Supervisor Marty Jung, 
and Finance Officer Trudy Waterman. Guests included Anne Harding, Nathan Sedlacek, and Rod 
Hoeft. 
6:00 Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance 
Agenda Corrections/Additions/Approval Change Item B from 5th & Felton to 5th & Rice. Motion to 
approve the Agenda with the street change made by Kristi Drey, seconded by Stacey Boes. All ayes. 
Motion carried. 
Approval of Regular Council Minutes for August 17, 2026 Motion to approve the Minutes from 
August 17, 2026, made by Alex Hamilton, seconded by Renee Thomas. All ayes. Motion carried. 
Approval of Special Council Minutes for August 24, 2026 Motion to approve the Minutes from 
August 24, 2026, made by Alex Hamilton, seconded by Kristi Drey. All ayes. Motion carried. 
Public Forum/Visitors  

1. Anne Harding addressed the council. Ms. Harding read her claims presented to the city, 
discussed a picket fence that had been damaged, requested removal of tree branches and 
brush debris from her property that Ms. Harding said the city deposited on her lot. Ms. 
Harding was advised that the pile had been removed. She then stated that the alley is public 
right-of-way, and that it is blocked, and requested a letter from the city stating that she 
would have to sue to have it reopened. The council thanked her for speaking. 

Council Concerns Councilperson Kristi Drey stated that  speeding on Highway 18 has increased 
and requested more law enforcement presence. Councilperson Stacey Boes stated he had talked 
to Rosebud about the lights for Railway St and the wiring repair for two highway lights. FO 
Waterman added that the Rosebud estimate is $2,105.48. 
Department Head Reports Public Works Supervisor Guhner Kepler said the new concrete is 
poured at the library, it seems to be diverting the water from the building and is now ADA compliant. 
The lines still need painted and the handicap parking sign put up. There is continual work on 
drainage ditches, felling trees in the park will begin after it freezes, crack sealing was completed 
last week, and the chip sealers will be here when they are done with their current job. Library 
Director Tara Engel said the feedback from the concrete work has been good and there has been no 
water coming in. The library was awarded the Mary Childresss Tech Grant for check-out computers 
with installed learning apps,  also awarded with the SD Library Assoc Development Grant that 
provides monies toward the conference, and Ms. Engel has reapplied for the Pilcro Grant. The first 
STEAM club session had 13 participants. Finance Officer Trudy Waterman reported the sales tax 
year-to-date is $660,210.43 (78% of budget) and 3rd cent is $43,459.38 (73% of budget) and that 
both are on track for 2026.  
Mayor Reports - None 
Committee Reports Code Enforcement has some car removals but were delayed out of respect for 
deaths in the families. 
Conflict of Interest - None 
Old Business - None 
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New Business 

A. Open Bids for Lot R-1 Parcel# 6462  Two Bids for Lot R-1, Parcel# 6462 were submitted to 
council. The first bid was $5,000.00 submitted by Rod Hoeft, the second bid was 
$25,000.00 submitted by Shared Keys Investments, LLC. Motion to accept the bid of 
$25,000.00 by Shared Keys Investments, LLC made by Ashley Spinsby, seconded by Kristi 
Drey. All ayes. Motion carried. 

B. Extend Curb & Gutter to 5th & Felton Rice Mayor Petersen and PWS Kepler have both 
visited with the residents at this intersection and both seemed open to extending the curb & 
gutter. Mayor Petersen discussed assessing the residents to cover the cost. Councilperson 
Renee Thomas is concerned that some citizens were denied adding curb & gutter despite 
offering to pay for it, and would this cause a conflict. No action taken for further review. 

C. Discussion of 1973 Plat of Lot 5 & Lot 6 by Pleasant View City Attorney Rachelle Norberg 
explained the 1973 plat west of the Pleasant View Addition and pointed out that the parties 
consulted agreed that the plat area was never annexed into the City of Gregory and that 
Gregory technically has no jurisdiction over the area. Ms. Norberg asked the council if they 
wanted to pursue the plat area or relinquish the plat to the county. Motion to approve City 
Attorney Rachelle Norberg writing a letter relinquishing any interest by the City of Gregory in 
the plat area made by Kristi Drey, seconded by Ashley Spinsby. All ayes. Motion carried. 

D. Authorize Mayor Laura Petersen as Signer on 2027 Airport Paving Grant Motion to 
authorize Mayor Petersen as signer on the 2027 Airport Paving Grant made by Ashley 
Spinsby, seconded by Kristi Drey. All ayes. Motion carried. 

E. Discussion of Current City Pool Safety Mayor Petersen toured the pool and control room 
with Marty Jung; the control room and structural concerns were discussed. The Pool 
Committee also met and toured the pool. Council discussion then turned to shocking the 
pool and draining it to prepare it for winterization. This job has been given to Marty Jung and 
Guhner Kepler. 

F. Discussion of Jensen Design Lots 6 & 7, Block 8   City Attorney Rachelle Norberg said that 
she had been advised by FO Waterman that the payments for the properties are current. Ms. 
Norberg also stated that she has sent a new contract with the adjusted price to reflect the 
construction deadline that has not been met. That contract has not been returned. Council 
will ask that Jeremy Jensen of Jensen Design attend the meeting on September 21, 2026. 

G. Present Council with Preliminary Budget for the General Fund  Finance Officer Trudy 
Waterman had presented the council with the proposed budget for 2027 in their meeting 
packet. Ms. Waterman explained the structure of the spreadsheets, some of the revenue 
and expense amounts and asked if there were any questions. Three council members and 
the mayor would like to meet to go over the mechanics of the budget. 

H. Pay Claims 

Claims Report   

08/18/2026 To 09/08/2026   

  

Vendor Name Amount 

ROSEBUD ELECTRIC COOP INC $ 7,836.33 
GREGORY COUNTY TREASURER $ 525.00 
AVERA PATIENT FINANCIAL SERVICES $ 78.00 
HAWKINS INC $ 90.00 
MADISON NATIONAL LIFE INS $ 36.00 
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GOLDEN WEST TELECOM $ 956.29 
BH HR CONSULTING $ 1,250.00 
KLEIN'S HOUSEMOVING $ 4,160.00 
SD PUBLIC ASSURANCE ALLIANCE $ 752.14 
JIM'S GARBAGE SERVICE $ 1,110.00 
GREGORY PUBLIC LIBRARY $ 577.98 
TRIPP COUNTY WATER USER DIST $ 3,000.00 
GREGORY POOL ACCOUNT $ 7,000.00 
HELMS & ASSOCIATES $ 629.89 
MARTY JUNG $ 86.00 
OFFICE PRODUCTS CENTER $ 138.49 
ACE'S BACKHOE SERVICE $ 844.39 
APPEARA $ 80.28 
MR. AUTOMOTIVE $ 527.27 
MAKE-IT-MINE DESIGNS $ 1,965.00 
GREGORY BUILDING CENTER $ 429.99 
CYBERTEK SYSTEMS $ 2,966.31 
BANKWEST INSURANCE $ 9,615.00 
GREGORY SCHOOL DISTRICT $ 41.32 
RUNNINGS SUPPLY INC $ 516.39 
BUCHE FOODS $ 10.73 
PETRIK TREE SERVICE LLC $ 200.00 
CODE ENFORCEMENT SPECIALISTS $ 885.54 
KIM'S CLEANING SERVICE $ 600.00 
ELAN FINANCIAL SERVICES $ 2,201.57 
GALLS LLC $ 822.71 
WOLF ENTERPRISES $ 960.00 
PETTY CASH $ 17.55 
KEN'S BODY SHOP $ 420.60 
KLEIN'S TRUE VALUE $ 532.53 
FEDEX $ 32.12 
PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORY $ 56.00 
MACQUEEN GROUP $ 57,750.85 

 $ 109,702.27 

  
GREGORY COUNTY TREASURER $ 35.20 
GREGORY/DALLAS CHAMBER OF 
COMM $ 3,125.00 
GREGORY ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT $ 6,000.00 
KATHY MATUCHA $ 40.00 
EFTPS $ 5,594.74 
SDRS SUPPLEMENTAL RETIREMENT $ 1,275.00 
SDRS $ 3,175.40 
AFLAC $ 409.46 
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MADISON NATIONAL LIFE INS CO INC $ 61.50 
EXPRESS COLLECTIONS INC $ 201.98 
BREIT & BOOMSMA, P.C. $ 201.98 
US POSTAL SERVICE $ 351.65 
BANKWEST $ 90.00 
USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT $ 10,795.00 
WEALTH MANGEMENT TFM $ 1,580.00 
WEALTH MANGEMENT TFM $ 7,138.98 

 $ 40,075.89 

  

PAYROLL $16,569.84 
 

Motion to pay the claims made by Kristi Drey, seconded by Ashley Spinsby. All ayes. Motion 
carried. 
 
7:12 pm Motion to enter Executive Session made by Kristi Drey, seconded by Ashley 
Spinsby. All ayes. Motion carried. 

I. Executive Session  SDCL 1-25-2(3) for the Purpose of Consulting with Legal Counsel 
SDCL 1-25-(2) for the Purpose of Discussing Personnel  
7:44 pm Mayor Petersen removed the council from Executive Session. 
Results:  No Action 

J. 7:45 pm Adjourn  Motion to adjourn made by Kristi Drey, seconded by Stacey Boes. All ayes. 
Motion carried. 

 
Next Meeting:  Monday September 21, 2026 at 5:30 pm. (Time adjusted for Rosebud Elec 
annual meeting) 
 
        ___________________________________   
        Mayor Laura Petersen 
ATTEST: _____________________________   
Finance Officer Trudy Waterman 

 


