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CITY OF GREGORY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
MONDAY SEPTEMBER 21, 2026 | AT 5:30 PM 

GREGORY CITY HALL, 120 W 6TH ST, GREGORY, SD 57533 
 

The Gregory City Council met in regular session on Monday September 21, 2026, at 5:30 pm with 
Mayor Laura Petersen presiding. The City Council members present were Kristi Drey, Stacey Boes, 
Renee Thomas, Jessica Grage-Schmidt, and Alex Hamilton. Absent was Ashley Spinsby. Also 
present were Reporter Patty Connealy, City Attorney Rachelle Norberg, Library Director Tara Engel, 
Public Works Supervisor Guhner Kepler, Chamber Director Jaimie Braun, and Finance Officer Trudy 
Waterman. Guests included Anne Harding, Jeremy Jensen, Brittany, and Ashley from Jensen Design 
Build, Suzanne Braun, Morgan Painter, Darold Frasch, Michelle Birkeland, and Liz VanOvershelde.  
5:30 pm Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance 
Agenda Corrections/Additions/Approval FO Waterman removed the building permits from the 
agenda: Planning and Zoning had not had a chance to look at the projects. Motion to approve the 
Agenda with the subtraction of the building permits made by Alex Hamilton, seconded by Stacey 
Boes. All ayes. Motion carried. 
Approval of Regular Council Minutes for September 8, 2026 Motion to approve the Minutes for 
September 8, 2026, as written, made by Stacey Boes, seconded by Jessica Grage-Schmidt. All 
ayes. Motion carried. 
Public Forum/Visitors Suzanne Braun asked the council to consider her excessive water bill that 
resulted from another leak that took some time to find. Council agreed to discuss the water bill in 
Executive Session. Anne Harding addressed the council requesting a letter for her attorney stating 
the city’s position regarding the alley of Block 1, in Old Town Gregory. City Attorney Rachelle 
Norberg informed Ms. Harding that the council could not make any statement regarding the alley 
unless the alley was listed on the agenda. Mayor Petersen agreed to put the alley and Ms. Harding’s 
request on the agenda for the meeting October 5, 2026. GTA Reporter Patty Connealy addressed 
the council and stated that she felt that the curb and gutter on Rice St, between 4th and 5th should 
be approved as it is a continuation of the new street that now has curb and gutter. The council 
thanked her for her input.  
Council Concerns – None 
Department Head Reports Library Director Tara Engel said that the STEAM Club attendance was 
up to 16 and that Wes Schell had been the guest speaker discussing engines and repairs. The 
opportunity to present is open to anyone with a career that falls into a STEAM category and 
presentations would be welcome. There will be no STEAM Club in the week of September 28th as 
Director Engel will be at the SD Library Conference. Chamber Director Jaimie Braun reported that 
about 300 people attended the Harvest Festival featuring 10 businesses with soups, 14 pies, music, 
and vendors. 
Mayor Reports Mayor Petersen said that the GPD has upped the patrol on Highway 18, Guhner 
Kepler has been trimming trees along Highway 47, Marty Jung worked on the pool and is currently 
assisting with the SDRWS potholing for the statewide lead pipe testing, and there was a meeting 
with the P & Z to discuss raising permit fees and having permit placards posted at projects. 
Committee Reports  Mayor Petersen, councilperson Renee Thomas, and Finance Officer Trudy 
Waterman had a budget meeting for questions, S & S Masonry and Blackburn Foundation repair 
have both looked at the Auditorium wall and are putting together a proposal to fix the wall, 
Blackburn also looked at the downtown sidewalks and thought $100,000.00 would fix the sidewalks 
with an ADA ramp addition at the drugstore. The Code Enforcement officer was also around Gregory 
on Monday September 21, 2026. 
Conflict of Interest – None 
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Old Business 
A. Jensen Design Build Jeremy Jensen of Jensen Design Build, LLC and two of his employees, 

Brittany and Ashley, presented the council with a business summary of work completed in 
the City of Gregory Grandview Addition that included a year-to-date investment and city tax 
benefits. Mr. Jensen then presented the council with an image of the proposed 12 plex 
apartment building, on Lot J, Blk 3 in Grandview, stating that Jensen Design has a verbal 
commitment for seven of the twelve apartments already. Mr. Jensen then reiterated his hope 
of building a shopping center on Lot 6 and placing model homes on Lot 7, Blk 8 in 
Grandview. Mr. Jensen pointed out that projects of this size take time to put together, but his 
goal is to begin construction in summer of 2027. The council thanked Mr. Jensen for being at 
the meeting. 

B. Add 62’ of Street Reconstruction to South Side of 5th & Felton (Cost est. $10,982.00) 
Motion to approve the addition of extra asphalt to 5th St, south of Felton, made by Stacey 
Boes, seconded by Alex Hamilton. All ayes. Motion carried. 

New Business 
A. Building Permits  Removed from the Agenda until P & Z can review for October 5, 2026 

• Highway 18 Motel – Sign 2026-17C 
• D & K Grim – Concrete Pad 2026-18 

B. Steve Opp Water & Sewer Line The council asked for clarity on where the water and sewer 
lines are now. FO Waterman stated that a year ago there was discussion to run the water 
and sewer to be accessible to the Opp property and stated that there were conversations 
with SPN in anticipation and preplanning for this. No action taken. 

C. Introduce Vacant Building Ordinance  Mayor Petersen said that the Ordinance is being 
presented as an introduction and requested that the council read it and bring suggestions 
to the next meeting. No action taken. 

D. Introduce CAPs Ordinance (Community Area Project) City Attorney Rachelle Norberg 
presented the council with a revenue estimate if the city added a .01 tax over the five (5) 
year allowable period to be used for a community improvement project. This ordinance 
would allow the city to appoint a committee that would decide on a potential project that 
would then be presented to the council for approval and would then be put to public vote. 
The approval of 60% of voters would be necessary to implement the CAPs and would not 
likely take effect until January or July of 2028. No action taken. 

E. First Reading of the 2027 Budget Ordinance  Chamber Director Jaimie Braun appealed 
the proposed 2027 budget given to the Chamber of Commerce. Ms. Braun cited the events 
and people that have come to those events increasing traffic through the City of Gregory. 
After discussion between the mayor and the Chamber representatives, it was decided to 
keep the Chamber annual allowance at $37,500.00 and reduce the proposed GED 
allowance to $17,000.00. The Arts Council remained at $5,000.00. The total budget for the 
3rd Cent Tax remained the same. Motion to approve the first reading of the 2027 Budget 
Ordinance 2026-05 made by Renee Thomas, seconded by Alex Hamilton. All ayes. Motion 
carried.  

F. Pay Claims   

Claims Report   

09/09/2026 To 09/21/2026   

  

Vendor Name Amount 

TRUDY WATERMAN $ 98.77 
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DOOLEY'S PETROLEUM INC $ 5,485.48 

GREGORY/DALLAS CHAMBER OF COMM $ 3,125.00 

NORTHERN PLAINS LLC $ 208,206.04 

SOUTH DAKOTA MUNICIPAL LEAGUE $ 125.00 

TWO-WAY SOLUTIONS INC $ 670.96 

GUNVORDAHL GUNVORDAHL &NORBERG $ 16,297.46 

SPN & ASSOCIATES $ 73,529.75 

AXON ENTERPRISE INC $ 1,948.53 

BH HR CONSULTING $ 1,250.00 

GREGORY SCHOOL DISTRICT $ 813.39 

APPEARA $ 114.60 

MARTY JUNG $ 75.76 

FEDEX $ 3.18 

OFFICE PRODUCTS CENTER $ 150.07 

HAWKINS INC $ 90.00 

HACH COMPANY $ 76.10 

GREGORY TIMES-ADVOCATE $ 332.74 

NATIONAL SIGN COMPANY LLC $ 3,893.60 

MADISON NATIONAL LIFE INSURANCE CO INC $ 40.00 

M & J AUTO INC $ 185.00 

ROSEBUD FARMERS UNION $ 4,093.94 

SCHWEIGERT CONSTRUCTION INC $ 306.00 

VERIZON WIRELESS $ 399.91 

ELAN FINANCIAL SERVICES $ 2,138.83 

SCOTT'S AUTO REPAIR $ 90.00 

 $ 323,540.11 

  

Vendor Name Amount 

EFTPS $ 5,080.93 

SDRS SUPPLEMENTAL RETIREMENT $ 1,275.00 

SDRS $ 2,782.53 

AFLAC $ 429.18 

EXPRESS COLLECTIONS INC $ 242.66 

BREIT & BOOMSMA, P.C. $ 242.66 

DIVISION OF CHILD SUPPORT $ 379.00 

 $ 10,431.96 

  

PAYROLL $14,931.92 

 

Motion to pay the claims made by Alex Hamilton, seconded by Kristi Drey. All ayes. Motion 
carried. 

6:48 pm Motion to Enter Executive Session made by Kristi Drey, seconded by Alex Hamilton. All 
ayes. Motion carried. 

G. Executive Session  SDCL 1-25-2(3) for the Purpose of Consulting with Legal Counsel 
7:06 pm Mayor Petersen removed the council from Executive Session 



4 | P a g e    9 / 2 1 / 2 0 2 6  
 

Results:  No Action 
H. 7:07 pm Adjourn Motion made by Kristi Drey, seconded by Stacey Boes. All ayes. Motion 

carried. 
 

Next Meeting:  Monday October 5, 2026 at 6:00 pm 

       ____________________________________   

       Mayor Laura Petersen 

ATTEST: ___________________________  

Finance Officer Trudy Waterman 

 


