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CITY OF GREGORY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
MONDAY AUGUST 3, 2026 | AT 6:00 PM 

GREGORY CITY HALL, 120 W 6TH ST, GREGORY, SD 57533 
 
 

The Gregory City Council met in regular session on Monday August 3, 2026, at 6:00 pm with Mayor 
Laura Petersen presiding. The City Council members present were Kristi Drey, Stacey Boes, Renee 
Thomas, and Ashley Spinsby. Jessica Grage-Schmidt arrived after a prior commitment. Absent was 
Alex Hamilton. Also present were Reporter Patty Connealy, City Attorney Rachelle Norberg, Library 
Director Tara Engel, Police Chief Ryan Cook,  and Finance Officer Trudy Waterman. Guests 
included Rachelle Bloom and Amanda Determan. 
6:00 pm Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance 
Agenda Corrections/Additions/Approval  Finance Officer Trudy Waterman asked to add approval 
for Mayor Petersen to sign the airport sponsorship for airport projects 2026. Motion to approve the 
agenda with the addition made by Ashley Spinsby, seconded by Kristi Drey. All ayes. Motion carried. 
Approval of Regular Council Minutes for July 20, 2026  Motion to approve the minutes for July 20, 
2026 made by Stacey Boes, seconded by Renee Thomas. All ayes. Motion carried. 
Public Forum/Visitors - None  
Council Concerns – Kristi Drey discussed concern regarding the old trees at the park along the 
ballfield. Mayor Petersen stated that there was a tree splitting, the weak branches had immediately 
been removed, and Guhner Kepler was trying to find someone to look at the trees. FO Waterman 
told the council that the state has called three years in a row promising to send someone and they 
have never shown up. 
Department Head Reports – Public Works Supervisor Guhner Kepler submitted notes regarding 
the felling of the above tree, the city is getting more cold pack for street patching, and there are 
water issues in both the auditorium community room and the library. Library Director Tara Engel 
reported that the library will have a presence at the Stomp, Chomp, & Roar and that she hopes to 
have the statistics for the summer reading program at the next meeting. Police Chief Ryan Cook 
added that the speed/radar trailer would be at the Stomp, Chomp, & Roar again this year for kids to 
test their speed, the final touches are going into the bike rodeo with a date to be announced, the 
police department is ready for the block party August 8, and the Hunt Safe course is next week. 
Finance Officer Trudy Waterman noted the glass is replaced in the Old Pioneer building. The 
insurance for the new T-Hangar will be in effect when SDPAA receives the check, and insurance 
coverage has been initiated for the new crow’s nest at the ballfield. 
Mayor Reports  Mayor Petersen reported that she has been learning about trees and water and 
sewer, and that she plans to meet with City Attorney Rachelle Norberg to discuss initiating an 
abandoned building ordinance. 
Committee Reports The Code Enforcement Committee is meeting Friday August 7, a Pool 
Committee meeting Tuesday August 11th at 7:00 pm, the Street Committee is doing more research 
into the drainage issue at 7th & Felton, and the Auditorium Committee will be meeting to discuss the 
south wall of the community room. 
Conflict of Interest - None 
Old Business 

A. Approve Barco Speed Limit Sign Purchases Motion to approve the purchase of 35 20mph 
speed limit signs, and mounting hardware, for $3,108.00 made by Stacey Boes, seconded 
by Kristi Drey. All ayes. Motion Carried. 
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New Business 
   Motion to enter Board of Adjustment made by Ashley Spinsby, seconded by Kristi Drey. All ayes. 
Motion carried. 

B. Building Permit      Approved by P & Z 
1. T Prickett – Porch  2026-15  Motion to approve permit 2026-15 made by Ashley Spinsby, 

seconded by Kristi Drey. All ayes. Motion carried. 
    Motion to exit Board of Adjustment made by Kristi Drey, seconded by Stacey Boes. All ayes. 
Motion carried. 

C. Hylla Application for Liquor License No action taken 
D. Change Names & Authority on Consumer Federal Credit Union CDs to Include Mayor 

Laura Petersen  Motion to change names and authority on the Consumer Federal Credit 
Union CDs by removing Al Cerny and adding Laura Petersen made by Renee Thomas, 
seconded by Stacey Boes. All ayes. Motion carried. 

E. Review South Dakota Open Meetings Laws Motion to note official annual review of the 
South Dakota Open Meetings Laws made by Ashley Spinsby, seconded by Renee Thomas. 
All ayes. Motion carried. 

F.  Street Levy Resolution and Propose an Assessment Increase for 2027  No action taken 
G. Discussion of Excavation Ordinance 90.075 Bond Required No action taken 
H. Resolution to Accept Gregory County Hazard Mitigation Plan  Motion to accept the 

Resolution for the Gregory County Hazard Mitigation made by Ashley Spinsby, seconded by 
Renee Thomas. All ayes. Motion carried. 

I. Haul Road Agreement  Motion to accept the Haul Road Agreement as presented by City 
Attorney Rachelle Norberg made by Stacey Boes, seconded by Ashley Spinsby. All ayes. 
Motion carried. 

J. Approve Hire of Gregory Police Officer  Item to move to Executive Session. 
K. Pay Claims 

Claims Report   

07/21/2026 To 08/03/2026   

  

Vendor Name Amount 

ROSEBUD ELECTRIC COOP INC $ 7,383.33 

TOTAL YARD CARE/LONNIE KLUNDT $ 935.00 

KLEIN'S TRUE VALUE $ 1,054.11 

PETTY CASH $ 13.19 

VAN DIEST SUPPLY COMPANY $ 7,812.80 

WM KROTTER CO $ 469.40 

TAYLOR PLUMBING & HEATING $ 535.72 

APPEARA $ 195.02 

DAKOTA PUMP LLC $ 1,200.00 

TRIPP COUNTY WATER USER DIST $ 3,000.00 

HEALTH POOL OF SD $ 6,868.96 

JACOB CASSIDY $ 1,529.28 

KIM'S CLEANING SERVICE $ 600.00 

US POSTAL SERVICE $ 352.30 

TRUDY WATERMAN $ 33.20 

GREGORY COUNTY TREASURER $ 1,050.00 
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GREGORY MUSIC BOOSTERS $ 10.00 

THINK FINCK PRODUCTIONS, LLC $ 2,758.67 

SD PUBLIC ASSURANCE ALLIANCE $ 1,319.08 

STANDY ROCK & GRAVEL, LLC $ 2,916.88 

ACE'S CAR WASH $ 96.00 

GREGORY PUBLIC LIBRARY $ 348.20 

PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORY $ 56.00 

RANCHERS LIVESTOCK EQUIP LLC $ 2,285.25 

DIESEL SYSTEMS $ 1,560.00 

 $ 44,382.39 

  

  

Vendor Name Amount 

AFLAC $ 409.46 

BREIT & BOOMSMA, P.C. $ 174.68 

SDRS $ 2,942.98 

EXPRESS COLLECTIONS INC $ 174.68 

SDRS SUPPLEMENTAL RETIREMENT $ 1,275.00 

EFTPS $ 6,690.69 

 $ 11,667.49 

  

PAYROLL  

 $21,422.35 

Motion to pay claims made by Kristi Drey, seconded by Stacey Boes. All ayes. Motion carried. 
L. Item added:  Approve Mayor Laura Petersen to be Signer/Sponsor on Airport Project  

No action taken 
6:51 pm Motion to enter Executive Session made by Renee Thomas, seconded by Stacey Boes. All 
ayes. Motion carried.    

M. Executive Session SDCL 1-25-2(1) Discussion of Personnel and SDCL 1-25-2(3) Consult 
with Legal Counsel 

7:26 pm Mayor Petersen removed the council from Executive Session 
RESULTS:  Motion to approve offering Justin Jelinek the police officer position starting at 
$22.00 per hour plus the City of Gregory benefits package and upon completion of the 13-
week field training there will be a .50 per hour raise, and upon successful completion of 
academy with certification there will be another 1.00 per hour raise, made by Ashley 
Spinsby, seconded by Stacey Boes. Ayes- Stacey Boes, Ashley Spinsby, Renee Thomas, and 
Jessica Grage-Schmidt. Nay- Kristi Drey. Motion carried. 

7:27 pm N. Adjourn  Motion to adjourn made by Kristi Drey, seconded by Stacey Boes. All ayes. 
Motion carried. 

      _______________________________   
      Mayor Laura Petersen 

ATTEST: ___________________________   
Finance Officer Trudy Waterman 
 
Next Meeting Monday August 17, 2026 at 6:00 pm 


