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CITY OF GREGORY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
MONDAY JUNE 20, 2026 | AT 6:00 PM 

GREGORY FIREHALL, 620 CHURCH AVE, GREGORY, SD 57533 
 

The Gregory City Council met in regular session on Monday July 20, 2026, at 6:00 pm with Mayor 
Laura Petersen presiding. The City Council members present were Kristi Drey, Alex Hamilton, 
Stacey Boes, Renee Thomas. Jessica Grage-Schmidt was sworn in. Absent was Ashley Spinsby. 
Also present were Reporter Patty Connealy, City Attorney Rachelle Norberg, Water/Sewer 
Supervisor Marty Jung, Public Works Supervisor Guhner Kepler, Library Director Tara Engel, Police 
Chief Ryan Cook, Chamber Director Jaimie Braun, and Finance Officer Trudy Waterman. Guests: 
Steve and Raeann Opp, Jason and Michelle Birkeland, Nathan Sedlacek, Rachelle Bloom, and Anne 
Harding. 
6:00 pm Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance 

• Swear in Jessica Grage-Schmidt 
Agenda Corrections/Additions/Approval Motion to approve the Agenda, as posted, made by Kristi 
Drey, seconded by Stacey Boes. All ayes. Motion carried. 
Approval of Regular Council Minutes for July 6, 2026 Motion to approve the Minutes, as written, 
made by Stacey Boes, seconded by Kristi Drey. All ayes. Motion carried. 
Public Forum/Visitors  Anne Harding addressed the council about debris on her lot, an excavator 
and buckets in the city right-of-way along her lot, and confirmed that she would have to sue, at her 
own expense, the owners of the trees and fences blocking the north end of the alley of the block her 
lot is on. Her lot is adjacent to the south end of the alley, which was confirmed public in November 
of 2024. Jason Birkeland addressed the council with a concern about the land value of the 
properties in Pleasant View if the south route between Logan and Rice were left unpaved. He also 
asked if the property taxes would be lowered if it remains unpaved. He then asked if the route would 
be chip sealed and asked when. Council’s answer to chip sealing is next year at the earliest. 
Council Concerns - None 
Department Head Reports  Library Director Tara Engel presented the council with the financial 
report, added 8 patrons in July, and said they have had 18 programs this summer with the finale the 
last week in July. Ms. Engel is hoping for more programs before school starts, including a speed 
puzzle competition. Chamber Director Jaimie Braun reported the 4th of July celebration hit 
$90,000, and there are plans for expansion of the carnival in 2027. The Stomp, Chomp, and Roar is  
August 8th. Public Works Supervisor Guhner Kepler reported that he thought the 4th went well 
staff wise, work is being done on the ballfield for the upcoming state tournament, Friday Mr. Kepler 
will be getting more cold mix for patching. Water/Sewer Supervisor Marty Jung reported the 
manhole repair project on Rosebud is completed with a few remaining on Whittecar. Police Chief 
Ryan Cook thanked Jaimie Braun and the city staff for all their work and support during the 4th of 
July weekend and events. Chief Cook also announced that August 11 & 12 is the Gregory Police 
Department’s Hunt Safe program for ages 12+. Finance Officer Trudy Waterman thanked Mayor 
Petersen and the council for agreeing to the shortened hours at city hall while the A/C was down. 
Mayor Reports  Mayor Petersen reported that she has been busy. The mayor held an employee 
meeting with all the city’s full-time staff, has talked to each employee individually, will be assigning 
committees within the council, and those committees will have upcoming meetings. Mayor 
Petersen is also planning a meeting with the engineers for Phase II. 
Committee Reports  Mayor Petersen stated that the Code Enforcement Committee would be 
meeting with our code enforcement officer on his next visit. 
Conflict of Interest - None 
Old Business - None 
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New Business 
Motion to enter Board of Adjustment made by Kristi Drey, seconded by Alex Hamilton. All ayes. 
Motion carried. 

A. Building Permit   All permits approved by P & Z 
1. R Cerney – Front Porch 2026-12 
2. F Dyer – Deck Addition 2026-13 
3. G Feyereisen – Storage Shed 2026-14   Motion to approve all three permits made by 

Kristi Drey, seconded by Renee Thomas. All ayes. Motion carried. 
Motion to exit Board of Adjustment made by Kristi Drey, seconded by Alex Hamilton. All ayes. 
Motion carried. 

B. Assign Committees  
1. Auditorium & Municipal Building:  Stacey Boes, Alex Hamilton, Ashley Spinsby 
2. Code Enforcement & Ordinances: Kristi Drey, Ashley Spinsby, Jessica Grage-Schmidt 
3. Parks & Recreation:  Renee Thomas, Jessica Grage-Schmidt, Alex Hamilton 
4. Public Safety:  Renee Thomas, Ashley Spinsby, Kristi Drey  
5. Street & Infrastructure & Airport:  Alex Hamilton, Stacey Boes, Kristi Drey 
6. Additional Committees:   

1. HR:  Kristi Drey  (more to be appointed) 
Motion to approve the above committee members made by Jessica Grage-Schmidt, 
seconded by Stacey Boes. All ayes. Motion carried. 

C. Grant Mayor Laura Petersen Permission to Sign Webcam Agreement for 
Reimbursement  Motion to approve Mayor Laura Petersen as sponsor/signer on the airport 
Webcam Agreement for reimbursement made by Kristi Drey, seconded by Stacey Boes. All 
ayes. Motion carried. 

D. Remove Al Cerny as signer from City of Gregory Checking and Savings Accounts and 
add Laura Petersen as signer. Motion to approve removing Al Cerny as signer and replacing 
with Laura Petersen made by Kristi Drey, seconded by Stacey Boes. All ayes. Motion carried. 

E. Grant Mayor, City Attorney, and Finance Officer Permission to Complete Road Haul 
Agreement  Discussion to make a 2026 agreement and revisit for 2027. Council requests 
opportunity to go over the Haul Road Agreement before submission. Also request watering 
on 338th Ave to reactivate Mag treatment. No action taken for a motion. 

F. Gregory Pop-Up Bookshop  End of Summer Block Party/Main Street Closure  Motion to 
approve the closing of one block of Main Street on Saturday August 8th from 6th St to 7th St 
from 4:30 pm until after the event made by Stacey Boes, seconded by Alex Hamilton. All 
ayes. Motion carried. 

G. Approve Legion 3 Month Spiking Permit  Motion to approve the Legion 3-month spiking 
permit made by Kristi Drey, seconded by Stacey Boes. All ayes. Motion carried. 

H. In-Bed Drawer System for Water/Sewer Pick-Up  Motion to approve the in-bed drawer unit 
for the 2026 Water/Sewer pick-up for $1,699.99 made by Alex Hamilton, seconded by 
Stacey Boes. All ayes. Motion carried. Addendum:  The slide-in unit was reduced to 
$1,530.00 with a government discount. 
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I. Discussion of Surplus of City Lot R-1 in NW4 (Parcel# 6462)  Motion to surplus the City of 
Gregory’s Lot R-1 NW4, Parcel# 6462, and have it appraised for value made by Renee 
Thomas, seconded by Kristi Drey. All ayes. Motion carried. 

J. Second Reading Ordinance 2026-04 Reduce Residential Speed Limit to 20 mph  Motion 
to approve the second reading of Ordinance 2026-04, reducing the residential speed limit to 
20 mph, made by Alex Hamilton, seconded by Kristi Drey. All ayes. Motion carried. 

K. Approve Purchase of 35 Barco 20mph Speed Limit Signs  No action taken 
L. Approve the Road Alteration in Pleasant View Addition  Motion to rebuild and gravel but 

not pave the south cross over between Rice and Logan in the Pleasant View Addition made 
by Stacey Boes, seconded by Jessica Grage- Schmidt. All ayes. Motion carried. Chip sealing 
will be scheduled at a future date. 

M. Approve Hire Police Officer for Gregory Police Department  Application review moved to 
Executive Session 

N. Pay Claims 

Claims Report   

07/07/2026 To 07/20/2026   

  

Vendor Name Amount 

BURKE PINK LADIES $ 100.00 
JIM'S GARBAGE SERVICE $ 440.00 
NORTHERN PLAINS LLC $ 326,644.60 
HELMS & ASSOCIATES $ 1,116.23 
PREMIER BIOTECH LABS LLC $ 80.00 
SPN & ASSOCIATES $ 60,992.95 
GREGORY/DALLAS CHAMBER OF COMM $ 3,125.00 
YANKTON FIRE & SAFETY CO $ 96.00 
MR. AUTOMOTIVE $ 512.68 
SOUTH DAKOTA 811 $ 376.95 
ON SIGHT LLC $ 637.20 
ROSEBUD FARMERS UNION $ 5,708.59 
CHESTERMAN COMPANY $ 33.00 
GREGORY LANES $ 69.03 
ELAN FINANCIAL SERVICES $ 991.47 
APPEARA $ 80.28 
TITAN MACHINERY $ 157.80 
KEN'S BODY SHOP $ 163.00 
OFFICE PRODUCTS CENTER $ 207.08 
GREGORY COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPT $ 175.00 
STATE HYGIENIC LABORATORY $ 388.50 
MARTY JUNG $ 205.53 
MADISON NATIONAL LIFE INS CO INC $ 26.00 
VERIZON WIRELESS $ 342.68 
GREGORY TIMES-ADVOCATE $ 1,224.29 
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GREGORY DRUG $ 11.97 
JANA WINTERS $ 24.79 
HAWKINS INC $ 479.60 
ARNOLD POOL COMPANY $ 1,009.79 
BUCHE FOODS $ 227.24 
FEDEX $ 26.29 
COMMERCIAL ASPHALT $ 2,289.90 
DILLAN VOSIKA $ 183.60 

 $ 408,147.04 

  

Vendor Name Amount 

EXPRESS COLLECTIONS INC $ 245.24 
BREIT & BOOMSMA, P.C. $ 245.24 
SDRS SUPPLEMENTAL RETIREMENT $ 1,275.00 
MADISON NATIONAL LIFE INSURANCE CO INC $ 61.50 
AFLAC $ 409.46 
SDRS $ 3,056.57 
EFTPS $ 7,531.59 

 $ 12,824.60 

  

PAYROLL $23,610.98 

 
Motion to pay claims made by Kristi Drey, seconded by Alex Hamilton. All ayes. Motion 
carried. 

6:46 pm Motion to enter Executive Session made by Kristi Drey, seconded by Alex Hamilton. All 
ayes. Motion carried. 

O. Executive Session SDCL 1-25-2(3) Consult with Legal Counsel & SDCL 1-25-2(1) Discuss 
Personnel Matter 

7:22 pm Mayor Petersen removed the council from Executive Session 

RESULTS:  Motion to proceed with three police officer candidate interviews with the Public Safety 
Committee, Mayor Petersen, and Police Chief Ryan Cook made by Renee Thomas, seconded by Kristi 
Drey. All ayes. Motion carried. 

P. 7:23 pm Adjourn  Motion to adjourn made by Kristi Drey, seconded by Stacey Boes. All ayes. 
Motion carried. 

_______________________________   
Mayor Laura Petersen 

ATTEST: __________________________   
Finance Officer Trudy Waterman 
 

Next Meeting:  Monday August 3, 2026 at 6:00 pm at Gregory City Hall 


