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Gregory City Council  
Regular Meeting 

May 7, 2013 

 
The Gregory City Council met in regular session at the Gregory City Hall on 

Tuesday, May 7, 2013. At 7:30 p.m., Mayor Schlaht called the meeting to order. The 
following members were present: Mayor Maurice Schlaht; Council Members, Tim Mills, 
Chad Peck, Shana Flakus, Seymour Studenberg, Blane Bartling. Absent was Council 
Member Kevin Mikkelsen. Others present were Assistant Finance Officer Jennifer 
Keegan and News Reporter Colleen Flynn. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Motion was made by Blane Bartling to approve, as written, the regular minutes 
of April 15, 2013. All members voted aye. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
COUNTY ABATEMENT OF TAXES: 
 The Suing property (Lot 1 of Block 72, OT of Gregory) has been taken through tax 
proceedings by Gregory County and requires abatement of taxes. Motion was made by 
Shana Flakus to approve and sign the abatement form and let the county auditor know 
that the City of Gregory wants the property. The county can then give the city a quick 
claim deed. All members voted aye. 
 
ADJOURN OLD COUNCIL: 
 There being no further old business, motion was made by Council Member Mills 
to adjourn the old council. All members voted aye. Maurice Schlaht congratulated Kevin 
Mikkelsen for his 24 years of public service. 
 
NEW COUNCIL: 
 Oaths of office were administered to: Shana Flakus for a two-year term as Ward I 
Council Member; Blane Bartling for a two-year term as Ward II Council Member, and; 
Seymour Studenberg for a one-year term as Ward II Council Member. 
 
WARD II COUNCIL MEMBER APPOINTMENT: 
 Mayor Schlaht appointed Stacey Boes to fill the vacancy of Council Member 
Ward III resulting from Kevin Mikkelsen’s resignation. Motion was made by Council 
Member Mills to approve the appointment. All members voted aye. Stacey Boes then 
took the oath of office for Ward III Council Member for a one-year term. 
 
COUNCIL ELECTIONS: 
 Motion was made by Council Member Bartling to nominate Tim Mills as 
President. All members voted aye. 
 Motion was made by Council Member Mills to nominate Shana Flakus as Vice-
President. All members voted aye. 
 
APPOINTMENTS: 
 Mayor Maurice Schlaht made the following appointments: City 
Administrator/Finance Officer, Al Cerny ; Chief of Police, Dwight Ellwanger; City 
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Attorney, George Johnson; Gregory Housing Board (5-year term), David Kotrba; City 
Health Inspector, Sue Hogue; Official City Depositories, BankWest, First Fidelity Bank, 
Consumer’s Federal Credit Union, and SD Public Funds Investment Trust; Official 
Newspaper, Gregory Times Advocate. Motion was made by Council Member Mills to 
approve the appointments and official designations. All members voted aye. 
 
CHECK SIGNATURE CARD: 

Motion was made by Stacey Boes to have Kevin Mikkelsen’s name removed from 
the signature card at BankWest and have the following listed as authorized signers: 
Maurice Schlaht, Al Cerny, Jennifer Keegan and Chad Peck. All members voted aye. 
 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS: 
 Mayor Schlaht made the following committee appointments with the first 
named being the Chairperson: 
Parks – Shana Flakus, Tim  Mills, Chad Peck 
Trees/Public Nuisance – Blane Bartling, Seymour Studenberg, Shana Flakus 
Water/Sewer – Stacey Boes, Chad Peck, Seymour Studenberg 
Streets – Seymour Studenberg, Stacey Boes, Blane Bartling 
Auditorium – Chad Peck, Tim Mills, Stacey Boes 
Airport – Tim Mills, Shana Flakus, Blane Bartling 
Library Representative – Shana Flakus 
 
PUBLIC FORUM/VISITORS: 
             Lyle Martin met with the council to discuss buildings in bad shape and the city’s 
building code enforcement. He provided the council information on the City of Winner’s 
planning commission and their procedures, as well as, their ordinance on dangerous 
buildings and building and premise maintenance. He recommended that the City of 
Gregory contact the code enforcement officer from Winner to discuss hiring her to work 
for Gregory part-time. Blane Bartling thanked Martin for his concerns and efforts and 
agreed that there is a problem with building public nuisances and the city will continue 
the process of notifying property owners.  

DEPT HEAD REPORTS: 
 Officer Steve McDowell discussed the vacancy of the police officer position. He 
gave the council copies of the three applications being considered. Chief Dwight 
Ellwanger will make a final recommendation for a new officer next week. 

Mayor Maurice Schlaht passed on information to the council that he got from 
Public Works Supt. Mark Fortuna. Fortuna had some issues with the mess the building 
crew left at the airport hangar and concerns about the hangar rental. Also, Fortuna 
wants to grind Duling Drive and two entrances into the city park. The council wants 
more information before approving any grinding work. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
             Shana Flakus reported that the library has completed their five-year strategic 
plan. Flakus recently attended a Horizons meeting held April 25, 2013. The meeting 
recapped all the Horizons projects, including the thrift store and transit program. The 
Horizons group is still active and continues to benefit Gregory. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
ADA SATTLER DAY: 

PROCLAMATION 

IN RECOGNITION of Ada Sattler on the occasion of her 100th Birthday, 

WHEREAS, Ada Sattler was born on her parents homestead east of Gregory, South 
Dakota; and 

WHEREAS, she has the distinction of being a South Dakota Centenarian, and her 
accomplishments and community involvement are extraordinary; and 

WHEREAS, this remarkable lady has maintained a wonderful attitude and outlook 
throughout her life and is a precious relative and friend to many; and 

WHEREAS, the accomplishments of this resolute lady confirm her love for her family, her 
neighborhood and friends, and 

WHEREAS, Ada Sattler celebrates her 100th Birthday on May 10, 2013. 

NOW THEREFORE, I, Maurice Schlaht, Mayor of the City of Gregory, do hereby proclaim 
May 10, 2013, as “ADA SATTLER DAY” in Gregory, South Dakota, and urge all citizens to 
join in paying tribute to Ada Sattler on this, her 100th Birthday, and who has long been a 
member of this community. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of Gregory, 
South Dakota, to be affixed this 7th day of May 2013. 

             Maurice Schlaht 
                                                                                                Mayor of Gregory, South Dakota 
 
BUILDING PERMIT:  
 The council reviewed a building permit submitted by Vern Beehler to build a 
shed in his backyard at 611 Whittecar Ave. No variance is needed. Motion was made by 
Chad Peck to approve the permit. All members voted aye. 

SPEED LIMIT SIGN REQUEST: 
 The council received a 25 mph speed limit sign request at 8th & Main Street going 
north. The item was tabled until the next meeting. 

OLD SCHOOL CONDEMNATION: 
             Shana Flakus requested that the council continue discussion on the old school 
condemnation at the next meeting. 

TRAILER PARK GRANDFATHER CLAUSE: 
 Shana Flakus requested that the council revisit the grandfather clause in the city 
trailer park ordinance. According to her files this item is still open and the ordinance 
needs action taken so that an amendment is included. 
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APRIL FINANCIAL REPORT: 
 The council reviewed the April financial report which included the balance sheet 
and revenue and expense report. Sales tax collected was up over last year. 

CLAIMS: 
 Motion was made by Council Member Peck to pay the claims as presented. All 
members voted aye. 
 
General  
Appeara, utilities, $25.20; Bartling Welding & Machine, iron work, cutting edges, aud. 
handrail, $2,091.06; Brosz Engineering Inc., survey work Hwy 18 right-of-way 
abandonment near dev. park, $850.00; Butch Rolf, remove hazardous tree behind Video 
Express, $1,504.40; Computers N’ More, remove virus from PD computer, $75.00; 
Golden West, phone service, $856.65; Gregory Building Center, 4 gal. epoxy repair, 
caulk, washers & bolts, $897.89; Gregory Public Library, books & equipment reimb., 
$3,049.14; Gregory Times Advocate, council publishing, job position ad, clean-up day, 
$390.18; Harrison Plumbing & Heating, aud. drinking fountain repair, $66.74; Health 
Pool of SD, health ins., $2,612.85; Jerry’s Electric, fluorescent fixtures, change runway 
lights transformer, $700.02; Jim’s Garbage Service, garbage service pickup, $260.00; 
Johnson Implement Inc., change oil, filters & hydraulic oil in bi-directional tractor, 
$418.00; Johnson Pochop Law Office, legal services, $1,312.45; Klein’s True Value, key 
rings & tags, $9.62; Mr. Automotive, wiper blades, filters, 30” flex hose, $84.43; Office 
Products Center, time clock,  printer toner cartridges, copy machine service contract, 
$633.52; Opperman Inc., 43.5 hrs. hauling snow, gravel delivered, crushed concrete, 
$8,079.28; Petty cash, postage, car wash, $12.14; Rosebud Auto Parts, pliers, filters, 
switches, wiper blades, parts, $492.68; Rosebud Electric Cooperative Inc., utilities, 
$3,934.84; Rosebud Farmers Union, diesel fuel, propane, tire repair, gas, $1,975.66; 
Running’s Supply Inc., supplies, $233.78; Sanitation Products Inc., sweeper parts, 
$129.26; SD Federal Property Agency, 20’ x40’ tarp, $90.00; SD Governmental Finance 
Officers’ Assoc., finance officers’ school registration, $75.00; SD Governmental Human 
Resource Assoc., human resource school registration fee, $25.00; Sheehan Mack Sales 
and Equipment Inc., loader knob & antennas, $160.45; Verizon Wireless, utilities, 
$301.86; Wm. Krotter Co., supplies, $39.44  – Total $31,386.54 

Water 
Appeara, utilities, $8.54; Best Western Ramkota Hotel, lodging/J. Wenger & M. 
Jacobsen, SD Water Conservation Expo, Rapid City, $299.96; Dept. of Revenue, water 
testing, $39.00; Golden West, phone service, $43.53; Harrison Plumbing & Heating, 
fittings, $8.60; Health Pool of SD, health ins., $1,045.14; Klein’s True Value, trowel, 
connector, $8.48; Petty cash, postage, $1.19; Rosebud Electric Cooperative Inc., utilities, 
$1,406.24; Rosebud Farmers Union, propane, gas, $379.56; Tripp County Water User 
District, utilities, $3,000.00; Verizon Wireless, utilities, $189.54; US Postal Service, water 
billing postage, $232.32 – Total $6,662.10 

Sewer 
Rosebud Electric Cooperative Inc., utilities, $89.64; Verizon Wireless, utilities, $65.67; 
Rural Development, $4,285.00 (automatic pmt) – Total $4,440.31 
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Airport Hangar Capitol Project 
Helms & Associates, engineering fees, $6,139.82 – Total $6,139.82 

Water Deposit 
Cody Atteberry, refund water deposit, $25.00 – Total $25.00 

Grand Total $44,136.45 

4-23-13 Payroll: 
BankWest, federal withholding, $1,255.09; BankWest, FICA, $1,794.44; BankWest, 
Medicare, $419.68; BankWest, FICA, $33.56; BankWest, Medicare, $7.84; SDRS, 
retirement, $1,806.46; SDRS, retirement, $43.30; Aflac, employee deductions, $158.26; 
Office of Child Support Enforcement, employee deduction, $219.23; City of Gregory, 
employee deductions (cell phone), $120.94; Finance Officer, $1,756.00; Police Dept., 
$5,405.49; Police Dept., $270.64; Street Dept., $3,965.30; Library, $347.98; Economic 
Development, $200.00; Water Dept., $2,925.29 
 
ADJOURN: 
 Motion was made by Council Member Mills to adjourn. All members voted aye. 
 
 
ATTEST:                                                                                            Maurice Schlaht, Mayor 
                 Jennifer Keegan, Assistant Finance Officer 


