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Gregory City Council Meeting 
May 2, 2011 

 
 The Gregory City Council met in regular session at the Gregory City Hall on 
Monday, May 2, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. Council President Tim Mills chaired the meeting. The 
following members were present: Tim Mills, Gerrie Soper, Maurice Schlaht, Blane 
Bartling and Chad Peck. Council Members absent were Mayor Dan DeSmet and Kevin 
Mikkelsen. Others present were Public Works Supt. Mark Fortuna, Finance Officer Al 
Cerny and News Reporter Colleen Flynn. 
 
AGENDA: 

The following items were added to the agenda: Public Forum/Visitors: Doug 
Pochop, and; Regular Business: Community Foundation payments. Motion was made by 
Council Member Bartling to approve the agenda with the additions. All members voted 
aye. 
  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 Motion was made by Council Member Soper to approve, as written, the regular 
minutes of April 18, 2011. All members voted aye. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
2011 PARK & POOL EMPLOYEES: 
 The park committee recommended that the lifeguards and pool manager that 
worked last year be re-hired for 2011. In addition, the three new individuals that applied 
for lifeguard positions will be hired and the cost of certification will be paid by the city. 
The pool manager and lifeguards will be paid the same as last year. The park 
department workers for hired for 2011 were Mindi Arizmendis and Christian Johnson. 
Motion was made by Council Member Peck to keep the wages the same as last year for 
the summer help and to start the new workers out at minimum wage. 

The following lifeguards were hired: Corena Johnson, pool manager; Courtney 
Opbroek, Alisyn Graesser, Rochelle Norberg, Michaella Beck, Mercedes Colford, Ashlie 
Steppat, Erika McClellen, Kary Vomacka and Paxton Johnson. 

Jana Winters was hired to teach swimming lessons. 
 
ADJOURN OLD COUNCIL: 
 There being no further old business, motion was made by Council Member 
Schlaht to adjourn. All members voted aye. Gerrie Soper was thanked for her many 
years of service and was presented with an engraved clock. 
 
NEW COUNCIL: 
 Shana Flakus and Blane Bartling each took the oath of office for a new 2-year 
term as council members. 
 
COUNCIL ELECTIONS: 
 Motion was made by Council Member Bartling to nominate Tim Mills as Council 
President. All members voted aye. 
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 Motion was made by Council Member Mills to nominate Blane Bartling as Vice-
President. All members voted aye. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM: 
KELLIE STUKEL/SWIM TEAM: 
 Kellie Stukel met with the council to ask about starting a swim team from the 
Gregory area. There were 40 people signed up showing interest from the Gregory 
School. She estimated that it would take $2,000 to get the program going. The season 
would run from June 11-July 15, 2011. After some discussion, motion was made by 
Council Member Peck to hire Amanda Willuweit as the head swimming team coach and 
pay her $1,200 for the season. The assistant coaches would be paid $7.25 per hour and 
the people involved with the swim team would hire them. All members voted aye. 
 
KURT STUKEL & KIM VESKRNA/STUKEL MEMORIAL: 
 Kurt Stukel and Kim Veskrna met with the council and asked about placing a 
memorial in the baseball/football field complex for Cal Stukel. The council approved the 
idea and it was agreed that Kurt and Kim would work with Public Works Supt. Mark 
Fortuna, Finance Officer Al Cerny and the park committee in finding a suitable place. 
 
DOUG POCHOP/AMPHITHEATER: 
 Doug Pochop met with the council to inform them of a different location that 
was being proposed for the new park amphitheater. The new location would be 
between the pool area and the 4-H building. Donations of $20,000 have been received 
to start the building. Motion was made by Council Member Bartling to approve the new 
amphitheater site. All members voted aye. 
  
DEPT. HEAD REPORTS: 
 Public Works Superintendent Mark Fortuna reported that the city crew has been 
patching potholes. The bathrooms in the park are now open. 
 
BID LOAN: 
 The council was asked to approve a request from the Gregory BID group for a 
$5,000 low interest loan with a five year payback at 3% interest for Bailey Hoffart. The 
loan would be used to help open a store that would sell decorative items along with 
some women’s clothing. She would have to have a co-signer. Motion was made by 
Council Member Schlaht to approve the request for the BID loan to Bailey Hoffart. All 
members voted aye. 
 
FOUNDATION PAYMENTS: 
 Al Cerny was approached by Sam Flakus of the Gregory Community Foundation 
about using the city as a pass through grant agency for the foundation payments that 
are awarded. The foundation requires that grants be dispersed by a certified tax exempt 
agency. The council agreed to the request to be the foundation’s pass through grant 
agency, with Shana Flakus abstaining.  
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CHECK SIGNATURE CARD: 
Motion was made by Council Member Bartling to take Gerrie Soper’s name off 

the signature card and have Dan DeSmet, Chad Peck, Tim Mills, Jennifer Keegan and Al 
Cerny on the city’s checking and money market accounts with BankWest in Gregory. All 
members voted aye. 

 
ARBOR DAY PROCLAMATION: 
  Motion was made by Council Member Peck to approve the following Arbor Day 
Proclamation: 
 

ARBOR DAY PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS, this holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the planting or more than a 
                    million trees in Nebraska, and 

WHEREAS, Arbor Day is now observed throughout the nation and the world, and 

WHEREAS, trees can reduce the erosion of our precious topsoil by wind and water, cut 
     heating and cooling costs, moderate the temperature, clean the air, produce 
     life-giving oxygen, and provide habitat for wildlife, and 

 
WHEREAS, trees are a renewable resource giving us paper, wood for our homes, fuel for our 
                    fires and countless other wood products, and 

WHEREAS, trees in our city increase property values, enhance the economic vitality of business 
                    areas, and beautify our community, and 

WHEREAS, trees, wherever they are planted, are a source of joy and spiritual renewal, and 

WHEREAS, Gregory has been recognized as a Tree City USA by the National Arbor Day 
                     Foundation and desires to continue its tree-planting ways, 

NOW, THEREFORE, I Dan DeSmet, Mayor of the City of Gregory, do hereby proclaim May 6th in 
the year of 2011 as  

     ARBOR DAY 

in the City of Gregory, and I urge all citizens to celebrate Arbor Day and support 
efforts to protect our trees and woodlands and to support our community’s 
forestry program, and 

FURTHER, I urge all citizens to plant trees to gladden the hearts and promote the well-being of 
                  present and future generations. 

DATED this 2nd day of May 2011. 

 

                                                                                                        Dan DeSmet, Mayor 

AUDIT: 
 Motion was made by Council Member Flakus to hire Schoenfish & Co., Inc. to do the 
city’s audit for 2009-2010 at a price of $9,000.00. All members voted aye. 
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CONCRETE VALLEY GUTTER: 
 The council reviewed plans to advertise for bids to replace the valley gutters at 5th & 
Whittecar Avenue and 7th & Felton Avenue. After some discussion it was agreed to table 
advertising on the projects for now. 

CLAIMS: 
 Motion was made by Council Member Peck to pay the claims as presented. All members 
voted aye. 

GENERAL FUND: 
Al Cerny, reimbursement for Gerrie Soper retirement clock ...................                      53.00 
Appeara, towels/coveralls/hand cleaner ..................................................                      23.22 
Brad’s Body Shop, paint for sander/trailer rent for blade in Sioux Falls ..                    285.05 
Computers N’ More, desktop computer...................................................                 1,065.00 
Dockendorf Equipment Co., repairs to airport fuel pump .......................                 1,116.77 
Dwight Ellwanger, meal reimbursement/sovereign citizen workshop ....                      19.70 
Golden West, Norstar phone system ........................................................                 2,150.00 
Golden West, May phone service .............................................................                    776.40 
Gregory Times Advocate, council publishing/city wide cleanup ..............                    369.00 
Health Pool of SD, May health insurance .................................................                 2,250.45 
Huron Culvert and Tank, culverts for park drainage ................................                 8,880.75 
Klein’s True Value, UPS shipping/library toilet flapper ............................                         8.79 
Mr. Automotive, oxygen refill/3M auto glass urethane ...........................                      25.14 
Office Products Center, copy machine service contract/post-its/envelopes/paper    72.76 
Old Pioneer Tool Pawn & Gun, shells .......................................................                      84.99 
Opperman Inc., 54.94 ton crushed gravel delivered ................................                    961.45 
Petty cash, postage reimbursement/car wash .........................................                      26.44 
Potomac Aviation Technology Corp, airport SuperAWOS monitoring fees               250.00 
Rosebud Auto Parts, o-rings/paint/locknuts/spark plugs/tank valve/air filters 203.29 
Runnings Supply Inc., spray paint/compression springs/cut off wheel/hardware/ 
  safety goggles/cable/batteries/weldable rod/chain/electric wire/grass seed         239.17 
SD Municipal Street Maintenance Assoc., 2011 spring mtg registration fee                 40.00 
Shawn Claussen, meal reimbursement/Pierre .........................................                      15.77 
Tom’s Service, oil chane/Chevy pickup .....................................................                      47.30 
Wm. Krotter Co., teeter totter laminated veneer lumber/stove bolts ....                    139.64 
 
 Total   $                    19,104.08 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FUND: 
Bailey Hoffart, low interest revolving loan ...............................................                 5,000.00 
 
 Total   $                       5,000.00 
 
3RD CENT SALES TAX: 
Gregory Commercial Club, fireworks ........................................................                 8,000.00 
 Total   $                       8,000.00 
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AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT 2010: 
Helms & Associates, engineering fees/airport wildlife fence ...................                 1,352.00 
 
 Total   $                       1,352.00 
 
WATER IMPROVEMENTS 2011: 
Schmucker, Paul, Nohr and Associates, water system improvements  ...              20,400.00 
 
 Total   $                    20,400.00 
 
WATER FUND: 
Appeara, coveralls .....................................................................................                         7.81 
Bartling Welding & Machine, work on light rack bar/2011 Ford pickup ..                      61.98 
Computers N’ More, desktop computer/backup portable hard drive .....                 1,072.00 
Custom Aluminum Fabrication, weld dividers on tool box/2011 Ford pickup              70.00 
Department of Revenue, water testing ....................................................                      37.00 
First National Bank, SRF loan payment .....................................................                 4,127.57 
Golden West, May phone service .............................................................                      41.82 
Health Pool of SD, May health insurance .................................................                    900.18 
Klein’s True Value, adding machine ..........................................................                      55.99 
Office Products Center, paper ..................................................................                      20.00 
Petty cash, postage reimbursement .........................................................                         1.48 
Runnings Supply Inc., copper tubing/batteries/floor mats/bed mat/mud guards/ 
 tailgate mate/tool boxes/saw horses/hardware/wheel cut off/flap disc           1,280.93 
Tripp County Water User District, May water service ..............................                 3,000.00 
Us Postal Service, water billing postage ...................................................                    203.00 
 
 Total   $                    10,879.76 
 
SEWER FUND: 
Ace’s Backhoe Service, sewer line work on W 3rd St ................................                    479.59 
Flexible Pipe Tool Company, repairs to Flexicam video push cable .........                    424.37 
Petty cash, postage reimbursement .........................................................                         1.08 
Rural Development, May loan payment/Phase I ......................................                 4,285.00 
 
 Total   $                       5,190.04 
 
                                                                                              Grand Total   $                    69,925.88 
         
PAYROLL OVERTIME APPROVED: 
Mark Fortuna, weekend water duty 4/16-17/11; 3 hrs overtime (snow removal) 
Michael Jacobsen, weekend water duty 4/30/11 & 5/1/11 
Jack Wenger, weekend water duty 4/23-24/11; 1.5 hrs overtime (mosquito control meeting) 
 
4-27-11 PAYROLL: 
BankWest, withholdings ...........................................................................                 2,950.39 
SDRS, retirement .......................................................................................                 1,654.60   
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Aflac, insurance .........................................................................................                    158.26 
Office of Child Support Enforcement, child support payment .................                    219.23 
City of Gregory, galls payment ..................................................................                      32.93 
Finance Officer ..........................................................................................                 1,708.00 
Police Dept ................................................................................................                 5,045.47 
Street Dept ................................................................................................                 3,280.54 
Airport .......................................................................................................                    241.02 
Library .......................................................................................................                    713.76 
Water Dept................................................................................................                 2,817.21 
Economic Development ............................................................................                    200.00 
 
ADJOURN: 
 Motion was made by Council Member Schlaht to adjourn. All members voted 
aye. 
 
 
ATTEST:                                                                                            Dan DeSmet, Mayor 
                 Al Cerny, Finance Officer 
 


