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Gregory City Council  
Regular Meeting 

April 1, 2013 
 
The Gregory City Council met in regular session at the Gregory City Hall on Monday, April 1, 2013 at 7:30 
p.m.  The following council members were present:  Mayor Maurice Schlaht; Council Members:  Chad 
Peck, Tim Mills, Shana Flakus, Seymour Studenberg, Kevin Mikkelsen and Blane Bartling. Also present 
were:  News Reporter Colleen Flynn, Head Librarian Diane Althoff, Public Works Supt. Mark Fortuna and 
Finance Officer Al Cerny. 
 
Agenda 
Kevin Mikkelsen wanted to add his letter of resignation to the agenda. Tim Mills had some nuisance 
complaints to add and Maurice Schlaht had the summer help applications. Motion was made by Kevin 
Mikkelsen to approve the agenda as posted with the additions of the letter of resignation, nuisance 
complaints and job applications. All members voted aye. 
 
March 18, 2013 Council Minutes 
Motion was made by Tim Mills to approve the March 18, 2013 minutes as written.  All members voted 
aye. 
 
Public Forum 
Brad Christensen, representing the Gregory Fire Department, met with the council to discuss blocking 
off the south side of 7th Street by the fire hall during the upcoming sale taking place on the city’s parking 
lot. If there was a fire call, the firemen would have a hard time finding a place to park to get to the fire 
hall. The city council agreed to the request. 
Doug Pochop met with the council to get the planning and zoning committee recognized as one of the 
official committees of the City of Gregory. It was agreed by the council that the planning and zoning 
committee should be advising the city on all planning and zoning issues, along with any building permit 
applications that call for a variance or would change current zoning plans. 
 
Dept Head Reports 
Mark Fortuna reported that there are plans to replace all of the city traffic signs this year under a federal 
grant program. He will be attending a meeting in Mitchell with the County Supt. to learn more about the 
program. 
Dwight Ellwanger passed out a police dept. report on the recent activity that has gone on during the 
past two weeks. 
 
Committee Reports 
Chad Peck reported that the auditorium maintenance work is about 95% completed according to Rich 
Wilson who is doing the work. The drainage in the locker room has been fixed along with some other 
items that were on the original list. 
 
Blane Bartling told the council that the airport hangar building is about ready to be put up. Al Cerny also 
reported on the recent airport conference meeting. Grant funding will be paid up to 90% and then the 
city will have to wait until the closeout is done before the remaining 10% is paid. 
 
Pool Repairs 
The council reviewed the written estimate for sandblasting and painting submitted by Jeff Thomas for 
$20,000. The council accepted the estimate and the work will begin once the weather permits. The pool 
will still have to have work done to it to stop the leaking. 
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Water Tank Work 
The city council received an estimate of $8240 to fix the rust spots and another $900 to inspect the blue 
east water tank. Motion was made by Kevin Mikkelsen to accept the estimate and make the repairs.  All 
members voted aye. 
 
Tax Abatement 
The council received a tax abatement request from Gregory County on the Suing property (Lot 1 of Block 
72, Original Town of Gregory) for $2,249.59. This was the dollar amount owed to the City for taxes and 
street assessments. The council would like to get part of the $5800 that the city had spent in cleaning up 
the lot after the house had been condemned and torn down. Motion was made by Chad Peck to deny 
the tax abatement request.  All members voted aye. 
 
Request for Lighting 
Mark Fiebelkorn had a request for additional street lighting for his shop building located at 3rd and 
Rosebud. Motion was made by Kevin Mikkelsen to table the lighting request so that all the options can 
be looked at. All members voted aye. 
 
Encroachment Variance 
Scott Anshutz met with the City Council to ask for an encroachment variance on the Marlene Miles 
residence. She is building on to her original house and the concrete retaining wall is 10’ on the City’s 
right of way.  Miles also wants to build an 8’ deck which will end up being 3’ onto the City’s right of way.  
Motion was made by Kevin Mikkelsen to grant an encroachment easement to Marlene Miles for a 10’ 
encroachment easement on the north side of her property for a retaining wall and a 3’ encroachment 
easement on the north side of her property for a deck.  All members voted aye. 
 
Resignation from Council 
At this time, Kevin Mikkelsen read a letter of resignation to the City Council. Kevin will be resigning from 
the city council after 24 years of service. The effective date of his resignation is May 6, 2013. 
 
Public Nuisance Complaints 
Tim Mills received a complaint about the property at 5th and Church, next to the alley. There was also a 
complaint about the property at 10th and Church.  Letters will be written to both property owners. 
 
Code Enforcement 
The City received word that the code enforcement officer from the City of Pierre would be willing to 
come to Gregory and share some insights on code enforcement activities. He could do this when is not 
working for the City of Pierre, maybe on some Saturday. 
 
Summer Help 
The applications for the pool and park have been received. The park committee members along with 
Mark Fortuna will review and give their recommendations to the city council at the next meeting. 
 
Claims 
Motion was made by Chad Peck to approve payment of the following claims. All members voted aye. 
General  
Al Cerny, mileage reimb. SD Airports Conference, Cedar Shore Resort, $72.32; Appeara, utilities, $25.75; 
Best Western Ramkota Hotel, lodging/Mark Fortuna, SDDOT LGA/SDLTAP Training (3/20-21/13), Rapid 
City, $79.00; Gregory Building Center, concrete metal-saw, packer & blade rental, stakes, rebar, lumber, 
screws, $574.57; Gregory Times Advocate, council publishing, job positions, full-page business review, 
statewide police officer ad, annual report, $1,130.28; Health Pool of SD, health ins., $2,612.85; 
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Intoximeters, police dept. breathe analyzer mouthpieces, $70.00; Jim’s Garbage Service, garbage service 
pickup, $260.00; Mark Fortuna, reimb. for meals, SDDOT LGA/SDLTAP Training (3/20-21/13), $52.00; 
Office Products Center, ink cartridges, copy machine service contract, $67.95; Petty cash, postage, car 
wash, $18.31; Rod’s Auto Sales, towing charge for non-plated vehicle, $52.00; Rosebud Electric 
Cooperative Inc., utilities, $3,524.37; Running’s Supply Inc., grinding wheels, measuring wheel, parts 
cleaner, parts & fittings, wire, $319.10; Spann Construction, backhoe rental for grease pit, $200.00; 
Wilson’s Heating & Cooling,  auditorium motor for heat pump/aud. repairs, locker room, exhaust fans, 
$1,838.00 – Total $10,896.50 

Water 
Appeara, utilities, $10.54; Dept. of Revenue, water testing, $78.00; First National Bank, SRF #2 loan 
payment, $4,618.03; Gregory Times Advocate, drinking water report, $173.00; Health Pool of SD, health 
ins., $1,045.14; Klein’s True Value, batteries, $9.58; Petty cash, postage, $.86; Rosebud Electric 
Cooperative Inc., utilities, $1,194.89; Tripp County Water User District, utilities, $3,000.00; US Postal 
Service, water billing postage, $230.34 – Total $10,360.38 

Sewer 
First National Bank, sewer outfall line payment, $4,026.61; Rosebud Electric Cooperative Inc., utilities, 
$78.76; Rural Development, $4,285.00 (automatic pmt) – Total $8,390.37 

3rd Cent Sales Tax 
Gregory/Dallas Chamber of Commerce, 2nd Quarter Stipend, $6,500.00 – Total $6,500.00 

Airport Hangar Capitol Project 
Helms & Associates, engineering fees, $10,848.09 – Total $10,848.09 

Grand Total $46,995.34 

Payroll Overtime Approved: 
Mark Fortuna, weekend water duty 3/30-31/13; Michael Jacobsen, weekend water duty 3/23-24/13; 
Jack Wenger, 2.25 hrs. overtime (plow snow) 
 
3-26-13 Payroll: 
BankWest, federal withholding, $1,511.89; BankWest, FICA, $2,451.34; BankWest, Medicare, $573.32; 
SDRS, retirement, $1,822.48; Aflac, employee deductions, $158.26; Office of Child Support Enforcement, 
employee deduction, $219.23; City of Gregory, employee deductions (cell phone), $75.00; 
Mayor/Council, $5,000.00; Finance Officer, $1,756.00; Police Dept., $4,906.32; Street Dept., $3,861.62; 
Library, $1,103.67; Economic Development, $200.00; Water Dept., $3,070.28 
 
Executive Session 
Motion was made by Kevin Mikkelsen to go into executive session to discuss personnel.  All members 
voted aye. The council went into executive session at 8:18 p.m. At 8:20 p.m., Mayor Maurice Schlaht 
took the council out of executive session with no action taken. 

Adjourn 
Motion was made by Tim Mills to adjourn. All members voted aye. 
 
                                                                                                                  Maurice Schlaht, Mayor 
ATTEST:  
                 Al Cerny, Finance Officer 


