
1 
3/18/13 

Gregory City Council 
Regular meeting 
March 18, 2013 

 
The Gregory City Council met in regular session at the Gregory City Hall on Monday, March 18, 2013 at 
7:30 p.m. with the following members present:  Mayor Maurice Schlaht; Council Members: Shana 
Flakus, Tim Mills, Blane Bartling, Kevin Mikkelsen and Seymour Studenberg.  Council Member absent 
was Chad Peck.  Also present were News reporter Colleen Flynn, Public Work Supt. Mark Fortuna, Head 
Librarian Diane Althoff and Finance Officer Al Cerny. 
 
Agenda 
There were two items added to the agenda: auditorium repairs and police officer resignation. Motion 
was made by Kevin Mikkelsen to adopt the proposed agenda with the two additions as mentioned.  All 
members voted aye. 
 
March 4, 2013 Council Minutes 
Motion was made by Tim Mills to approve the Mar. 4, 2013 minutes as written.  All members voted aye. 
 
Public Forum 
Adam Houdeshell, Gregory/Dallas Chamber Director, met with the council to clarify the city’s funding for 
the chamber. Adam asked about the five-member advisory board that was established when the 3rd cent 
sales tax was implemented. They were used to advise the city council on how to use the 3rd cent sales 
tax. He wanted to know if the advisory board would be used since the chamber has a different set of 
board of directors. The council members stated their continued financial support for the Gregory/Dallas 
Chamber. The council members did not want to put this support in ordinance form, but they would 
continue with the financial support that the chamber would need after discussing their needs with the 
council during the city’s budget time in August of every year. 
 
Dept Head Reports 
Dwight Ellwanger handed out a written police department report which showed the last months police 
activities. He also brought to the council’s attention the recent letter of resignation from Shawn 
Claussen. Shawn’s last day of work is scheduled to be April 23, 2013. The council agreed to start 
advertising for a replacement. Dwight also mentioned that he would be attending a Highway Safety 
meeting in Pierre that is mandatory if the city wanted to apply for a safety grant. Ellwanger would like to 
get a permanent type radar speed sign that could be mounted to pole. 
 
Mark Fortuna told the council that the oil change pit is almost done in the city shop. The only thing left is 
to cover the pit with some steel grates. Jerry Hemeyer would run the street sweeper for the city if the 
council agreed. Hemeyer would be treated like a city employee and the hours would run approximately 
5 to 10 hours every two weeks. The rate of pay would be discussed. 
 
Committee Reports 
Mayor Schlaht reported that he would like to see the different council committees get more involved. 
He would like to see the items that come to city hall get re-directed to the various committees. He asked 
that Al Cerny be responsible for getting the necessary information back to the council committees. 
 
Old Business 
The ROCS Transit Director was scheduled to meet with the council but had other commitments to make.  
She will either be at the council meeting on April 1st or the 15th to discuss the public transit program and 
funding in Gregory. 
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New Business: 
Library/Diane Althoff 
Diane Althoff met with the council to report on the state/federal library survey. She listed the top ten 
items for the council that came from the report. The library usage is up in all areas. She also touched on 
the strategic planning for a library five year plan. The library board received lots of good ideas and the 
board is going through at this time. 
 
Board of Equalization 
At this time, the city council adjourned as the city council and met as the Board of Equalization for the 
City of Gregory. The Board of Equalization went into session at 8:10 p.m. There was no property appeal 
forms filled out for the board to review. The members reviewed some of the property valuations, but no 
changes were made. Motion was made by Shana Flakus to adjourn. All members voted aye. 
 
LCWF Grant 
The council received word that although the playground grant agreement has not been signed, the city 
could proceed with the project, but the city would not be reimbursed for any costs until the grant 
agreement has been signed and if the grant agreement was never signed, the city would not be 
reimbursed for any costs. Motion was made by Kevin Mikkelsen not to proceed with buying any 
playground equipment until the grant agreement is signed.  All members voted aye. 
 
Pool Repairs 
Jeff Thomas gave a price estimated of $20,000 to sandblast and repaint the swimming pools. The 
caulking of the cracks was not included. The council would like to get a cost on the sandblasting that is 
separate from the painting cost. It was discussed that the city employees and some outside help, that 
would be hired, would do the crack sealing. Motion was made by Seymour Studenberg to authorize the 
park committee to approve the expenditure for sandblasting and painting after they get a separate 
quote for the work so that the work would not be delayed until the next council meeting. All members 
voted aye. 
 
SDML District Meeting 
The SDML District Meeting will be held in Pickstown, SD on April 11, 2013. Tim Mills is the District Vice-
Chair. There will be eight people attending the meeting. The reservation fees will be sent off to the 
Municipal League. 
 
Financial Report 
Al Cerny gave the council the February financial report showing the balance sheet items and revenue 
and expenses. Cerny mentioned that he was putting the component financial information together but 
was having trouble getting the Senior Village financial information. The ambulance, library and Senior 
Village currently make up the component units. The chamber may have to be added to this group. 
 
Auditorium  
The council received a price quote of $435 each for four motors needed to run the blowers in the front 
lobby portion of the auditorium. The council agreed to buy the motors. 
 
Claims 
Motion was made by Seymour Studenberg to approve the payment of the following claims as presented. 
All members voted aye. 
General  
Allen’s Repair, police dept. change oil & filters, $96.06; Appeara, utilities, $51.32; Association & Society 
Insurance Corporation, health ins. supplement (3 mo.) (S. Claussen), $278.00; Avenet LLC, custom web 
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re-design, $600.00; Bartling Welding & Machine, iron work/snow plow, $151.99; Buche Foods, supplies, 
$3.59; Cardmember Service, police dept. Visa card payment for ammo, $430.81; Dwight Ellwanger, 
reimbursement for 5-tier shelf, $89.98; Jim’s Garbage Service, garbage pickup, $260.00; Office Products 
Center, copy machine service contract, folders, envelopes, clips, $129.12; Plains Printing Co., 500 
stamped envelopes, $320.85; Potomac, Aviation Technology Corp., AWOS monitoring fees, $250.00; 
Rosebud Farmers Union, gas, diesel fuel, propane, grease, vaporizer (asphalt paver), $2,146.55; SD 
Airports Conference, registration fees, $180.00; SD Association of Code Enforcement, registration fees, 
$100.00; SD Federal Property Agency, drill bits, screwdrivers, tools, heater, jugs, $94.50; Sheehan Mack 
Sales & Equipment, Volvo loader parts & filters, $229.40; South Dakota Municipal League, district mtg 
registration fees, $120.00; Verizon Wireless, utilities, $297.77, Veurink Insurance Agency, fire dept. ins. 
for 2008 Ford brush unit, $142.00, Wm. Krotter Co., screw bits, fasteners, supplies, city hall door closure, 
$196.35 – Total $6,168.29 

Water 
Appeara, utilities, $7.29; Cardmember Service, Visa card payment for meals & gas, $121.26; First 
National Bank, SRF loan payment, $4,127.57; Rosebud Farmers Union, gas, propane, $359.61; Verizon 
Wireless, utilities, $206.08 – Total $4,821.81 

Sewer 
Verizon Wireless, utilities, $66.19 – Total $66.19 

Grand Total $11,056.29 

Payroll Overtime Approved: 
Mark Fortuna, 6.25 hrs. overtime (snow removal) 
Michael Jacobsen, weekend water duty 3/2-3/13; 5.75 hrs. overtime (snow removal) 
Jack Wenger, weekend water duty 3/9-10/13; 5 hrs. overtime (snow removal) 
 
3-12-13 Payroll: 
BankWest, federal withholding, $1,110.32; BankWest, FICA, $1,680.72; BankWest, Medicare, $393.10; 
SDRS, retirement, $1,696.82; Aflac, employee deductions, $158.26; Office of Child Support Enforcement, 
employee deduction, $219.23; City of Gregory, employee deductions (cell phone), $213.38; City of 
Gregory, employee deductions (galls payment) $30.74; City of Gregory, employee deductions 
(water/sewer), $50.00; Finance Officer, $1,756.00; Police Dept., $4,467.48; Street Dept., $3,382.68; 
Library, $1,028.25; General Government Building, $277.09; Economic Development, $200.00; Water 
Dept., $2,571.61 
 
Adjourn 
Motion was made by Tim Mills to adjourn. All members voted aye. 
 
 
                    Maurice Schlaht, Mayor 
 
ATTEST:   
                Al Cerny, Finance Officer 


