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Gregory City Council Meeting 
April 19, 2010 

 
 The Gregory City Council met in regular session on Mon., Apr. 19, 2010 at the 
Gregory City Hall at 7:30 p.m. The following members were present: Mayor Dan 
DeSmet; Council Members, Gerrie Soper, Tim Mills, Blane Bartling, Chad Peck and 
Maurice Schlaht. Absent was Council Member Kevin Mikkelsen. Others present were 
Public Works Supt. Mark Fortuna, Finance Officer Al Cerny, and News Reporter Colleen 
Flynn. 
 
AGENDA: 
 

Motion was made by Council Member Peck to adopt the agenda as posted with 
the following additions: street sign resolution, VandenBosch & Birkeland building 
permits, Capitol For A Day, vehicles and public nuisance issues, District III meeting 
report. All members voted aye. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
 Motion was made by Council Member Soper to approve the minutes of April 5, 
2010 as written. All members voted aye. 
 
ARENS ENGINEERING: 
 
 Vern Arens met with the council to discuss the upcoming sewer outfall project. 
The approximate starting date for the project is May 17, 2010. 
 
SCOTT ANSHUTZ/SUMMER RECREATION PROGRAM: 
 
 Scott Anshutz met with the council to discuss the summer youth recreation 
program for this summer. There are numerous kids signed up to play baseball and 
softball. Applicants for the summer help at the concession stand will be interviewed. 
Plans are being made to dedicate “Audiss Field” sometime in June with a sign for the 
new ballpark that was built west of the football field. Plans are also being finalized for a 
new bathroom for the baseball field complex. Anshutz mentioned that he thought the city 
had pledged $2500 for the new bathrooms. 
 
LIQUOR STORE ROOF BIDS: 
 
 Mayor DeSmet explained the bid process associated with the old liquor store roof. 
The insurance company will not pay the city the difference if the bid comes in lower than 
the insurance estimate, so the city council does not have to take the low bid. It will not 
cost the city any extra as long as the bid is not higher than the insurance estimate. 
 
POLICE DEPT REPORT: 
 
 Police Chief Dwight Ellwnager reported that there are 149 pages of the police 
policies and procedures manual. Ellwanger will email the outline to the council. He has 
cut the 24/7 Program back to ½ hour testing in the morning and evening. This will save 



180 hours on the police payroll. The council agreed to send Dwight to the SD Police 
Chiefs Association meeting in Deadwood on April 29-30, 2010. 
 
STREET DEPT: 
 
 Public Works Supt. Mark Fortuna reported that mowing has started. When it dries 
up some more, they will start do some street dirt work. Mark reported that the street signs 
in Gregory do not meet the new federal standards, but the state has a grant that would pay 
for 90-100% of the cost to put up the new type of signs. Motion was made by Council 
Mills to pass the following resolution asking for state funding to replace the signs. All 
members voted aye. 
 

FEDERAL AID SURFACE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 
RESOLUTION FOR COUNTY AND URBAN PROJECTS 

 
WHEREAS, City of Gregory desires the construction and improvement of the 

road and/or bridge as hereinafter described: 
 
 LOCATION, LENGTH, STRUCTURE NUMBER: 
  City Wide Project to be Included with the Gregory County Signing Project 
 
 TYPE OF CONSTRUCTION: 
  Traffic Control Signing 
 
 Major Collector Route Number (if applicable) 
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 AND WHEREAS, City of Gregory is obligated and hereby agrees to provide 
proper maintenance as required by the Federal Highway Act as amended and 
supplemented thereto for the project after construction is completed and to regulate or 
cause to be regulated the installation of utility facilities within the limits of the right-of-
way of the proposed project in accordance with State and Federal requirements. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 
 That the South Dakota Department of Transportation be and hereby is authorized 
and requested to program for construction, in accordance with the “Secondary Road 
Plan” and the State’s “Standard Specifications for Roads and Bridges”, the project 
described. 
Estimated Cost of Project Including Engineering:       $30,000 
                                                            STP Funds:           NA 
    Local Funds (if needed to meet construction year):     NA 
 
Proposed Year of Construction: 2012 
 
 Vote of Commissioners/Council: Yes         5                 No         0 
 
Dated at Gregory, SD, this 19th day of April, 2010. 
                                                                                           
                                                                                          Dan DeSmet, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
                  Al Cerny, City Finance Officer 
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CITY HALL DUMPSTER: 
 
 Mark Fortuna requested a dumpster for city hall. The council agreed to the 
request. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
 Vehicles: It was mentioned that there are three vehicles parked along the alley 
south of the Baptist Church that should be moved. A notice will be sent to the landowner. 
 
 Yield sign at Duling Drive & Nepper Street: Council Member Schlaht had been 
contacted by some Hills Addition residents about changing the yield sign at Duling Drive 
& Nepper Street to a stop sign. After some discussion, motion was made by Council 
Member Schlaht to proceed with a resolution for placing a stop sign at the Nepper Street 
and Duling Drive intersection. All members voted aye. 
 
 Jim Keegan driveway: The curb is buckling up at the Jim Keegan driveway and 
he had asked Council Member Bartling who is responsible for fixing the curb. The 
council agreed that it would Jim Keegan’s responsibility to fix the curb. 
 
 Alice Slade Driveway: Alice Slade has trouble driving into her driveway because 
her vehicle bottoms out on the asphalt along the street. The asphalt needs trimmed down. 
 
 1009 Felton Avenue: It was brought up that the yard at 1009 Felton Avenue and 
the one to the north of it need to be cleaned up. A notice will be sent. 
 
 District III Meeting: Council Member Soper reported on the District III Meeting 
she attended in Burke. There are several programs available for housing assistance, parks, 
pool/ballfields and pathway maintenance. 
 
LIQUOR LICENSE: 
 
 Motion as made by Council Member Schlaht to allow Mary Bob’s Bar to extend 
her liquor license to the auditorium for a benefit dance to be held on Sat., May 1, 2010. 
All members voted aye. 
 
BUILDING PERMITS: 
 
 Justin Keegan: The council again reviewed a building permit application for a 
garage for Justin Keegan. Keegan was asking for 20’ variance to the north and west. The 
garage would be built on the lot line. A concern was raised about snow removal in the 
alley. Motion was made by Council Member Peck to approve the building permit for 
Justin Keegan. Ayes, Bartling, Peck & Schlaht; Nays, Mills & Soper. Motion passed. 
 
 Paul VandenBosch: The building permit for an addition was approved. No 
variance is needed. 
 
 Jason Birkeland: The building permit for an addition was approved. No variance 
is needed. 
 



4/19/2010 4

SUMMER HELP: 
 
 The park committee will meet and decide on the park help. The council agreed to 
hire Austin Hamilton and Halee Wendell for the park help. The two selected worked in 
the park last summer. Motion was made by Council Member Mills to leave their salaries 
the same as last year. Ayes, Mills & Peck; Nays, Bartling, Soper & Schlaht. Motion 
failed. Council Member Bartling made the motion to give the park workers an increase of 
25¢ per hour. Ayes, Bartling, Soper & Schlaht; Nays, Mills & Peck. Motion carried. 
 
HOUSE REMOVAL: 
  
The council agreed that they would charge $2.00 per loaded mile for house removal. The 
owner would have to hire someone to know the house down and load the city trucks, and 
they would also have to cover up the debris at the city rubble site (if the city’s site is 
used). 
 
SURPLUS PROPERTY: 
 
 Motion was made by Council Member Soper to declare some bowling pins as 
surplus property with a value of less than $500.00 and offer them for sale. All members 
voted aye. 
 
CAPITOL FOR A DAY: 
 
 The council discussed hosting “Capitol For A Day” in Gregory. It was agreed that 
this would be something that the council would like to do but there just would not be 
enough time to get it planned by the end of May. The state will be notified that the city 
cannot do it in May, but would like to host at another time if there is time for planning the 
event. 
 
SENIOR MEAL BUILDING: 
 
 Bartling Construction will replace a 6’ x 12’ concrete section of sidewalk by the 
Senior Meals front door so the water will drain away from the door. The approximate 
cost is $325.00 
 
CLAIMS: 
 

The bill from Heartland Promotions Inc. for flags was removed since the 
Observation Park Committee will the bill. Motion was made by Council Member Schlaht 
to pay the remaining claims as presented. All members voted aye. 
 
GENERAL FUND: 
 
Al Cerny, mileage reimbursement .....................................................                           65.00 
Appeara, towels/hand cleaner/coveralls/mats....................................                           42.32 
Best Western Ramkota Hotel, lodging/SD Municipal St. Maintenance                82.99 
Buche Foods, cleaning supplies.........................................................                           26.91 
Drey Septic, pump roadside park bathrooms.....................................                         400.00 
Flowers and More, flower arrangement.............................................                           53.00 
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Gregory County Hwy Dept., road maintenance.................................                         330.54 
H & J Sales, 930 D mower & 3472 RD deck ....................................                    14,191.40 
Intoximeters Inc., breath alcohol mouthpieces ..................................                           55.50 
Jono’s, pheasant park rent 2010.........................................................                         120.00 
Mark Fortuna, mileage/meal/registration reimbursement .................                         171.00 
Office Depot, antivirus software........................................................                           63.59 
Office Products Center, printer cartridges/lead/scissors/ribbon ........                           77.94 
Rayman’s Storage & Stump Removal, park stump removal .............                         177.00 
Rosebud Electric Cooperative Inc., electricity ..................................                      3,176.05 
SD Federal Property Agency, bowling pins/terminal lug..................                         201.00 
Tri-State Turf & Irrigation, sprinkler heads w/nozzles .....................                           42.09 
Verizon Wireless, cell phone service.................................................                         266.22 
 
 Total   $                  19,542.55 
 
3RD CENT SALES TAX: 
 
Office Products Center, 13 auditorium tables....................................                      1,937.00 
 
 Total   $                     1937.00 
 
WATER FUND: 
 
Ace’s Backhoe Service, wellfield backhoe work ..............................                         959.52 
Appeara, coveralls .............................................................................                             6.51 
HD Supply Waterworks Ltd., restrainer/meters/curb box/fittings.....                         931.86 
One Call Systems Inc., locate tickets.................................................                             3.15 
Rosebud Electric Cooperative Inc., electricity ..................................                      1,469.88 
SD Federal Property Agency, boots ..................................................                           20.00 
Tripp County Water User District, water service ..............................                      3,000.00 
Verizon Wireless, cell phone service.................................................                           92.46 
 
   Total   $                    6,483.38 
 
SEWER FUND: 
 
Commercial Maintenance Chemical Corporation, lift station degreaser              897.74 
HD Supply Waterworks Ltd., saddles/couplings...............................                         261.51 
Rosebud Electric Cooperative Inc., electricity ..................................                           89.32 
 
 Total   $                    1,248.57 
 
                                                                                     Grand Total   $                  29,211.50 
                                 
 
PAYROLL OVERTIME APPROVED: 
 
Jack Wenger, weekend water duty 4/10-11/10 
 
 



4-14-10 PAYROLL: 
 
BankWest, withholdings ....................................................................           2,872.53                              
SDRS, retirement ...............................................................................                      1,577.42                               
Aflac, insurance .................................................................................                         122.48                              
Office of Child Support Enforcement, child support payment ..........                         219.23 
City of Gregory, extra cell phone charges .........................................                           56.85                               
Finance Officer ..................................................................................                      1,684.00    
Police Dept.........................................................................................                      4,544.25 
Street Dept .........................................................................................                      3,348.76 
Airport................................................................................................                         279.62 
Library ...............................................................................................                         720.07 
Water Dept .........................................................................................                      2,459.20 
General Government Building...........................................................                         260.00 
 
ADJOURN: 
 
 Motion was made by Council Member Mills to adjourn. All members voted aye. 
Council adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 
 
 
                                                                                             Dan DeSmet, Mayor 
ATTEST:  Al Cerny, Finance Officer 
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