
Gregory City Council Meeting 
January 4, 2010 

 
 The Gregory City Council met at 6:30 p.m. at the Gregory City Hall on Mon., Jan. 
4, 2010. The following members were present: Mayor Dan DeSmet; Council Members, 
Gerrie Soper, Tim Mills, Blane Bartling, Kevin Mikkelsen, and Maurice Schlaht. Absent 
was Council Member Chad Peck. Others present were Finance Officer Al Cerny and 
News Reporter Colleen Flynn. 
 
WATER STUDY REPORT: 
 
 Camden Hofer from SPN Engineering gave the council a report from 6:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. at the Gregory City Hall on a water study covering the city’s drinking water 
system. The report listed information on the city’s present water system and 
recommendations for future improvements. The council will discuss the 
recommendations at a future council meeting. 
 
AGENDA: 
 
 Mayor DeSmet called the regular meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. A request made by 
Dr. Joseph Hull for a property tax break on new construction was added to the agenda. 
Motion was made by Council Member Soper to approve the agenda with the new 
addition. All members voted aye. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
 Motion was made by Council Member Mills to approve the minutes of December 
21, 2009 as written. All members voted aye. 
 
HULL BUILDING: 
 
 Dr. Joseph Hull met with the council to ask about a discretionary property tax 
formula for new commercial building construction. The city has an ordinance, which 
provides a 0% assessed value for the first year and an additional 20% of the assessed 
value each year until the value reaches 100%. This is on all new commercial construction 
over an assessed value of $30,000. The council assessor will make the changes in his 
assessment procedures. Dr. Hull was informed that if his assessed building value is over 
$30,000, he will qualify. 
 
DEPT. HEAD REPORTS: 
 
 Police Officer Steve McDowell met with the council to give a short police dept. 
report. He will start DARE classes next week. The police dept. had a busy New Years 
Day, and they helped with traffic control during the snow removal from Main Street. 
 Mayor Dan DeSmet and the Council Members wanted to thank the street dept. 
employees for the good job they did during the last blizzard with snow removal. 
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PLAT/ROADSIDE PARK ADDITION: 
 
 Motion was made by Council Member Mikkelsen to approve the plat of the 
roadside park addition. All members voted aye. The plat was of 6 lots in which 4 of them 
will be available for commercial usage. 
 
ENERGY GRANT RESOLUTION: 
 
 Motion was made by Council Member Schlaht to approve the following 
resolution, which authorizes Mayor Dan DeSmet to apply for an energy efficiency grant. 
All members voted aye. 
 

RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Gregory has identified the need for the implementation of energy 
conservation measures for a city-owned building in downtown Gregory, and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Gregory is eligible to apply to the State of South Dakota for Energy 
Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant  (EECBG) assistance for the proposed project because 

1) The City of Gregory is included in the latest Census of Governments (2007) as an 
incorporated municipality; and 

2) The City of Gregory has a governance structure with an elected official and governing 
body; and 

3) The City of Gregory was not eligible for a direct allocation of EECBG under the ARRA 
program; and 

 
WHEREAS, with the submission of the EECBG application the City of Gregory assures and 
certifies that all EECBG program requirements will be fulfilled. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the City of Gregory duly 
authorizes the Mayor to sign and submit all necessary paperwork for the EECBG application on 
behalf of the City of Gregory. 
  
This resolution is effective immediately upon passage. 
 
Adopted this 4th day of January 2010. 
 
_________________________________________ 
Mr. Dan DeSmet, Mayor of Gregory 
 
 
ATTEST: _________________________________ 
Mr. Allen Cerny, Finance Officer 
 
CENSUS BUREAU: 
 
 The city received a request from the Census Bureau for use of some free office 
space. Census employees would use the office space to help people with census questions 
or surveys that they may have to fill out. The council agreed that the only possible space 
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would be at the library, but they wanted to check with the library first. If the library 
employees and library board agree, the library space will be offered. 
 
METER READING: 
 
 The city has been informed that the city’s water meter reading equipment is 
obsolete after January 1, 2010 and Sensus will no longer be repairing the current model. 
The cost to update to the new model is $4,895.98. The new system will allow the city to 
read radio units as well as touch pads without any software upgrades. The cost to upgrade 
the water meters to read by radio read would be $110.00 per meter. Motion was made by 
Council Member Soper to purchase the water meter reading equipment upgrade at a cost 
of $4,895.98. 
 
FIRST FIDELITY CD: 
 
 Motion was made by Council Member Mills to purchase a $100,000, 30-day, 
certificate of deposit from First Fidelity Bank of Gregory, SD. All members voted aye. 
 
ORDINANCE #211C: 
 
 Ordinance #211C was placed on its first reading. The ordinance is a correction to 
the Budget Supplement Ordinance #211. Motion was made by Council Member Bartling 
to approve of the first reading. All members voted aye. 
 
DECEMBER FINANCIAL REPORT: 
 
 Finance Officer Al Cerny gave a preliminary financial report to the council. The 
general fund has improved from last year. 
 
WATER STUDY: 
 
 The council agreed to discuss the water report done by SPN at the next council 
meeting.  
 
CLAIMS: 
 

Motion was made by Council Member Schlaht to pay the following claims as 
presented. All members voted aye. 
 
GENERAL FUND: 
 
Appeara, towels/hand cleaner/coveralls/mats....................................                           40.40 
Bartling Construction, 1 hr dump truck/snow removal .....................                           65.00 
Golden West, January phone service .................................................                         873.03 
Gregory Iron Works, iron work/generator .........................................                           13.60 
Gregory Times Advocate, council publishing/subscription ..............                         338.16 
Gunvordahl & Gunvordahl, quit claim deed/McCarthy-City of Gregory                60.00 
H & J Sales, pole saw used/oil/cut off wheel/rent saw/chains sharpened              495.00 
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Klein’s True Value, bulbs/batteries/thermometer/coffeemaker.........                         120.35 
McLeod’s Printing & Office Supply, tax forms ................................                           77.54 
Mr. Automotive, filters/truck fan/solder............................................                         118.41 
Office Products Center, Ricoh copier ................................................                      2,775.00 
Petty cash, postage reimbursement ....................................................                             2.10 
Rosebud Farmers Union, gas/diesel fuel/propane/fuel hose/pesticide/ 
    grease/Dodge Charger oil change ..................................................                      1,412.11            
Runnings Supply Inc., gloves/propane tank/safety valve/cable/plug/bolts/ 
    pressure switch/c-clamp/foam tape/hardware/cable ties/straps/ice melt            191.24                         
SD Airport Management Association, 2010 membership dues.........                           25.00 
SD Association of Code Enforcement, 2010 membership dues ........                           40.00 
SD Govt Finance Officers’ Association, 2010 membership dues .....                           70.00 
SD Govt Human Resource Association, 2010 membership dues......                           25.00 
SD Municipal Attorneys’ Association, 2010 membership dues........                           20.00 
SD Municipal League, 2010 membership dues .................................                         954.39 
SD Municipal Street Maintenance Association, 2010 membership dues                35.00 
SD Police Chiefs’ Association, 2010 membership dues....................                           96.88 
SDML Workers Compensation, 2010 workers comp insurance .......                    12,878.54 
The Health Pool of SD, January health insurance .............................                      2,205.45 
Wm. Krotter Co., lumber/screws/hinges............................................                         150.01                   
 
 Total   $                  23,082.21 
 
BIKE PATH PROJECT: 
 
Schmucker, Paul, Nohr & Associates, final bike path plans .............                      6,900.00 
 
 Total   $                    6,900.00   
 
WATER FUND: 
 
Ace’s Backhoe Service, backhoe work at well field .........................                         992.30 
Appeara, coveralls .............................................................................                             6.34 
Golden West, January phone service .................................................                           81.92 
HD Supply Waterworks Ltd., couplings............................................                         247.53 
Klein’s True Value, thermwire ..........................................................                           60.00 
Petty cash, postage reimbursement ....................................................                             1.62 
Rosebud Farmers Union, gas/propane ...............................................                         245.34 
Schmucker, Paul, Nohr & Associates, water study report.................                      6,000.00 
SDML Workers Compensation, 2010 workers comp insurance .......                         938.46 
The Health Pool of SD, January health insurance .............................                         882.18 
Tripp County Water User District, water service ..............................                      3,000.00 
Wm. Krotter Co., gutter apron ...........................................................                             9.98 
US Postal Service, water billing postage ...........................................                         192.92 
                        
   Total   $                  12,658.59     
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SEWER FUND: 
 
Rosebud Farmers Union, gas .............................................................                         166.73 
Runnings Supply Inc., bulb/socket/PVC strap...................................                           10.46 
Rural Development, January loan payment .......................................                      4,285.00              
 
 Total   $                    4,462.19 
 
 Grand Total   $       47,102.99 
 
PAYROLL OVERTIME APPROVED: 
Mark Fortuna, 4 hrs overtime 
Michael Jacobsen, weekend water duty 1/1-2-3/10 
 
12-23-09 PAYROLL: 
BankWest, withholdings ....................................................................           3,900.51                              
SDRS, retirement ...............................................................................                      1,647.16                               
Aflac, insurance .................................................................................                         122.48                              
Office of Child Support Enforcement, child support payment ..........                         219.23 
City of Gregory, extra cell phone charges .........................................                           35.72 
City of Gregory, Galls payment.........................................................                           50.00 
Mayor/Council ...................................................................................                      4,750.00                               
Finance Officer ..................................................................................                      1,809.20                            
Police Dept.........................................................................................                      4,389.77 
Street Dept .........................................................................................                      3,804.21 
Airport................................................................................................                         286.64  
Library ...............................................................................................                         786.07 
Water Dept .........................................................................................                      2,791.30 
Economic Development.....................................................................                         200.00 
General Government Building...........................................................                           54.50 
                   
12-31-09 PAYROLL: 
 
BankWest, withholdings ....................................................................           1,894.48                              
SDRS, retirement ...............................................................................                      1,224.32 
City of Gregory, Galls payment.........................................................                           25.00                               
Finance Officer ..................................................................................                         981.12                              
Police Dept.........................................................................................                      3,089.13 
Street Dept .........................................................................................                      3,956.74 
Airport................................................................................................                           96.36 
Library ...............................................................................................                         337.26 
Water Dept .........................................................................................                      1,409.28 
 
AMBULANCE PAYROLL December 2009: 
 
BankWest, withholdings ....................................................................                         654.26            
Ambulance .........................................................................................                      2,836.76 
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2010 SALARIES: 
 
 The following are wages for 2010: Al Cerny, $21.05 per hour; Jennifer Keegan, 
$14.33 per hour; Dwight Ellwanger, $16.45 per hour; Steve McDowell, $13.27 per hour; 
Shawn Claussen, $12.36 per hour; Mark Fortuna, $19.63 per hour; Michael Jacobsen, 
$15.91 per hour; Jack Wenger, $15.91 per hour; Diane Althoff, $8.50 per hour; Karen 
Knudsen, $7.47 per hour; Terri Timmons, $7.47 per hour; Danika Ulrich, $7.47 per hour; 
Ken Adams, $9.02 per hour; Cecil Harsin, $9.02 per hour; Emil Hlavka, $9.02 per hour; 
Machelle Seeley, $260.00 per month, and; Marlene Rezac, $310.00 per month. 
  
ADJOURN: 
 
 Motion was made by Council Member Mills to adjourn. All members voted aye. 
 
 
                                                                                             Dan DeSmet, Mayor 
ATTEST:  
                Al Cerny, Finance Officer 
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