
Gregory City Council Meeting 
May 3, 2010 

 
 The Gregory City Council met in regular session at the Gregory City Hall on 
Mon., May 3, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. The following members were present: Mayor Dan 
DeSmet; Council Members, Tim Mills, Chad Peck, Gerrie Soper, Blane Bartling and 
Maurice Schlaht. Council Member absent was Kevin Mikkelsen. Others present were 
Assistant Finance Officer Jennifer Keegan, Public Works Supt. Mark Fortuna and News 
Reporter Colleen Flynn. 
 
AGENDA ADDITIONS/ADOPTION: 
 

Motion was made by Council Member Peck to adopt the agenda as posted with 
the following addition under old business: park committee. All members voted aye. 
  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
 Motion was made by Council Member Mills to approve, as written, the regular 
minutes of April 19, 2010. All members voted aye. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM/VISITORS: 
 
 Senior Meals Manager, Bea Brumbaugh, met with the council to report that the 
month of May is designated as senior nutrition and senior citizens month. Brumbaugh 
invited the mayor, council and city employees to eat dinner at the center on Wed., May 
12, 2010. Brumbaugh also asked the mayor to sign a proclamation. 
 Council Member Soper asked Brumbaugh about leaks at the senior meals 
building. There have not been any puddles but there is evidence that water has run down 
the wall. It was thought that ice jams could be causing backup in the down spouts or 
leaves building up in the gutters. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
BIDS/QUOTES FOR HAIL DAMAGE REPAIRS: 
 
 Ron Weber from Weathercraft Company of Chamberlain, SD and Bryan Witt of 
Gregory Building Center were present for the opening of bids. Mayor DeSmet opened the 
bids for the repair of items, which were damaged in last year’s hailstorm. The following 
bids were submitted: 
 
Item #1: Spann Construction Services Inc., $33,941.03 
              RSG Home Improvements LLC, $29,124.85 
 
Item #2: Spann Construction Services Inc., $7,722.94 
              RSG Home Improvements LLC, $6,430.42 
 
Item #3: Weathercraft Company of Chamberlain, SD, TPO membrane, 45 mil, $9,531.00, 
              Option  #1, TPO membrane 60 mil, add: $826.00, Option #2, Firestone 60 mil, 
              Fully Adhered EPMD Rubber membrane, $14,967.00; 
              Willuweit Construction, Duro-Last, $15,559.40 
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Item #4: RSG Home Improvements LLC, $8528.01; 
              Midwest Seamless Gutter, $979.99 (airport bldg only) 
 
Item #5: Mike Steffen Construction, $1,479.00; 
              Spann Construction Services Inc., $2,709.19 
 
Item #6: Spann Construction Services Inc., $3993.99; 
               RSG Home Improvements LLC, $15,071.46 
 
Item #7: Spann Construction Services Inc., $7,487.77; 
               RSG Home Improvements LLC, $8,571.44 
 
Item #8: Benter Construction, $4,463.23 
 
The council reviewed and had discussion on each of the bids for each item number.  

Motion was made by Council Member Bartling to accept the base price bid of 
$33,941.03 from Spann Construction Services Inc. for Item #1 for tearing off the old roof 
and replacing with colored steel on the following buildings: east well pump house, in-
town water reservoir, east water pump building, (2) picnic shelters in the park, and 
replacement of the siding on the east well pump house with steel. All members voted aye. 
It was noted that RSG Home Improvements LLC required 50% down on their Item #1 
bid and Spann Construction Services Inc. did not require a down payment. 

Motion was made by Council Member Schlaht to accept the bid of $7,722.94 
from Spann Construction Services Inc. for Item #2 for tearing off and replacing the 
airport building and main park bathrooms with asphalt shingles. All members voted aye. 
Again it was noted that RSG Home Improvements LLC required 50% down on their Item 
#2 bid and Spann Construction Services Inc. did not require a down payment. 

After discussion, motion was made by Council Member Bartling to accept the bid 
of $14,967.00 from Weathercraft Company of Chamberlain, SD for Item #3 for replacing 
the existing roof at 513 Main Street with either a rubber type roof or other type of 
membrane roofing system. All members voted aye. Ron Weber with Weathercraft 
Company explained that the warranty on the $14,967.00 bid for the Firestone 60 mil 
Fully Adhered EPMD Rubber membrane would come complete with a 15 yr. total system 
warranty. 

Motion was made by Council Member Soper to accept the bid of $8,528.01 from 
RSG Home Improvements LLC for Item #4 for replacing the gutters and downspouts on 
the library, airport and fire hall buildings. All members voted aye. It was noted that the 
bid from Midwest Seamless Gutter was for the airport building only. 

Motion was made by Council Member Mills to accept the bid of $1,479.00 from 
Mike Steffen Construction for Item #5 to stucco the plywood covering on the north 
windows at the auditorium. All members voted aye. 

Motion was made by Council Member Bartling to accept the bid of $3,993.99 
from Spann Construction Services Inc. for Item #6 for replacing the cedar shingles with 
new cedar shingles on the park gazebo and replacing the latticework on the shade shelter 
located in the mini park on Main Street. 
  Motion was made by Council Member Schlaht to accept the bid of $7,487.77 
from Spann Construction Services Inc. for Item #7 for replacing the existing siding on the 
library building with either steel or cement siding board. All members voted aye. It was 
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noted that Spann Construction proposed replacing the siding with LP smartside. Byran 
Witt from Gregory Building Center described the product to the council. 
 With there only being one bid for Item #8, motion was made by Council Member 
Peck to accept the bid of $4,463.23 from Benter Construction to paint the city hall 
building and make necessary repairs to the cement blocks where needed. All members 
voted aye. 
 
PARK COMMITTEE: 
 
 Council Member Soper updated the council on the hiring of Lorna Whiting as the 
concession stand worker for the 2010 Summer Youth Recreation Program. It was also 
recommended by the park committee to hire Lonnie Klundt as the groundskeeper as in 
prior years. The council agreed with the hiring of Klundt with the suggestion that a list of 
his duties be presented to the park committee. 
 
ADJOURN OLD COUNCIL: 
  
 With no other old business to discuss, motion was made by Council Member 
Mills to adjourn the old council. All members voted aye. 
  
NEW COUNCIL: 
 
 Mayor DeSmet called the new council to order and the oaths of office were 
administered. The following members were sworn in as Council Members: Dan DeSmet, 
2-year term, Mayor; Chad Peck, 2-year term Ward I; Maurice Schlaht, 2-year term Ward 
II, and; Tim Mills, 2-year term Ward III. 
  
COUNCIL ELECTIONS: 
 
 Motion was made by Council Member Soper to nominate Tim Mills as President. 
Council Member Bartling made the motion that nominations cease and Mills be elected 
by unanimous ballot. All members voted aye. 
 Council Member Mills nominated Gerrie Soper for Vice-President. Council 
Member Schlaht motioned that all nominations cease and a unanimous ballot be cast for 
Gerrie Soper. All members voted aye. 
 
APPOINTMENTS: 
 
 Mayor DeSmet made the following appointments: Chief of Police, Dwight 
Ellwanger; City Administrator/Finance Officer, Al Cerny; Official Banks & Investment 
Depositories, BankWest, First Fidelity Bank of Gregory, Consumers Federal Credit 
Union and SD Public Funds Investment Trust (FIT); Official Newspaper, Gregory Times 
Advocate. Wally Eklund was temporarily appointed the city attorney until George 
Johnson can resume duties. 
  
COMMITTEES: 
 
 Mayor DeSmet reappointed council members to the same committee assignments 
they had on the previous council: First named is Chairperson. 
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Park – Soper, Mills, Peck 
Trees/Public Nuisance – Bartling, Mikkelsen, Schlaht 
Water/Sewer – Mikkelsen, Peck, Schlaht 
Streets – Schlaht, Mikkelsen, Bartling 
Airport – Mills, Soper, Bartling 
Auditorium – Peck, Mills, Soper 
  
DEPT. HEAD REPORT: 
  
 Public Works Supt. Mark Fortuna advised the council of the cost of a new street 
sweeper and gave an update on the condition of the city’s current sweeper. Fortuna asked 
the council to consider a raise for part time snow removal and city cleanup employees 
from $8.00 per hour to $9.00 per hour. The council approved the pay increase. 
 Fortuna mentioned that he would be using the cement that’s being ground up by 
Opperman Inc. at the airport as a base coat on the streets instead of gravel. 
 Fortuna restated the rules on items for the citywide cleanup. Items not separated 
into piles will not be picked up. 
 
SENIOR MEALS BUILDING: 
 
 Bryan Witt from Gregory Building Center met with the council to discuss the 
Senior Meals building. Witt wanted some clarification on the awarding of the bid he 
submitted in March. Mayor DeSmet confirmed that Witt could go ahead and order the 
windows and door and proceed with the repairs after the concrete is replaced. Motion was 
made by Council Member Schlaht to have Bryan Witt order the windows and door 
replacement for the Senior Meals Building. All members voted aye. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
 It was confirmed that the park committee would meet on Monday, May 10, 2010 
at 6:00 p.m. to interview two applicants for the pool manager position. Discussion was 
had on the certification of lifeguards. The council talked about whether or not the 
lifeguard applicants not certified should have to pay for their own certification. The 
matter was tabled until the next meeting. 
 
IN-TOWN WATER TANK: 
 
 Public Works Supt. Mark Fortuna updated the council about problems with the 
water tank on the buttes. Pictures of the water tank seams and rusted rods and the recent 
repairs were provided to the council. Pierre, SD has the same tank and problems with the 
tank coating. SPN Engineering will be out to inspect the Gregory and Pierre tanks this 
month. It was agreed to have City Administrator Al Cerny get on board with Pierre and 
pursue action  
  
BUILDING PERMITS: 
 
 The council approved the following building permits: Ben Bearshield, garage (no 
variance); Brian Schweigert, deck (no variance), and; Joe Klein, storage building. 
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OLD BOILER AT AUDITORIUM: 
 
 Lorna Whiting contacted Al Cerny and said there is someone who will remove the 
old boiler at the auditorium for iron. The council tabled approving the removal until they 
can visit with whoever is removing the boiler and see their proof of insurance. 
 
FINANCE REPORT: 
 
 The council reviewed the financial report. Sales tax for April 2010 was up 
$13,092.18 over last April. Property tax was up $3,553.98 over the same period, and the 
3rd Cent sales tax was down $446.40.  

This year the General Fund has generated $82,211.28 more expenses than 
revenue. The park dept. purchased a $13,000 mower and the airport is up $8,000 over last 
year in engineering costs. The police dept. is down almost $10,000.  
 
TRAFFIC CONTROL RESOLUTION: 
 

Motion was made by Council Member Soper to approve the following Traffic 
Control Resolution #100. The resolution calls for a stop sign to be placed to control 
traffic northbound on Duling Drive to stop at the intersection with Nepper Street. All 
members voted aye. 
 

TRAFFIC CONTROL RESOLUTION # 100 
 

Whereas, subsection B, Section 10.04.010 of Chapter 10.04 City Traffic Code allows the 
governing body to establish speed zones and placement of all official traffic signs and 
signals by resolution, and 
 
Whereas, speed zones and official traffic signs and signals are needed to properly control 
traffic in the interest of public safety, and 
 
Whereas, the governing body from time to time, may need to change or add to the items 
found in the traffic resolution dated 09/04/2007; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE FOLLOWING STOP SIGNS BE 
PLACED TO CONTROL TRAFFIC AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1. Northbound traffic on Duling Drive to stop at the intersection with 
Nepper Street. 

 
FURTHER, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT THESE TRAFFIC CONTROLS BE 
IN EFFECT UPON APPROVAL AND PUBLICATION OF THIS RESOLUTION. 
  
SIGNED: 
                  Dan DeSmet, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
                  Jennifer Keegan, Assistant Finance Officer 
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ARBOR DAY: 
 
 Mayor DeSmet declared Friday, May 14, 2010 as Arbor Day in the City of 
Gregory with the following proclamation. 
 

ARBOR DAY PROCLAMATION 
 
WHEREAS, in 1872, J. Sterling Morton proposed to the Nebraska Board of Agriculture 
           that a special day be set aside for the planting of trees, and  
 
WHEREAS, the holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the planting of more  
                      than a million trees in Nebraska, and Arbor Day is now observed 
                      throughout the nation and the world, and 
 
WHEREAS, trees can reduce the erosion of our precious topsoil by wind and water, 

cut heating and cooling costs, moderate the temperature, clean the 
                     air, produce oxygen and provide habitat for wildlife, and 
 
WHEREAS, trees are a renewable resource giving us paper, wood for our homes, fuel 
                      for our fires and countless other wood products, and 
 
WHEREAS, trees in our city increase property values, enhance the economic  
                      vitality of business areas, and beautify our community, and 
 
WHEREAS, trees wherever they are planted are a source of joy and spiritual renewal, 
                     and 
 
WHEREAS, Gregory has been recognized as a Tree City USA by The National Arbor 
                      Day Foundation and desires to continue its tree-planting practices 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Dan DeSmet, Mayor of the City of Gregory, do hereby  
                      proclaim May 14, 2010 as  
 
     ARBOR DAY 
 
           in the City of Gregory, and urge all citizens celebrate Arbor Day and to 
                      support efforts to protect our trees and woodlands, and 
 
FURTHER, I urge all citizens to plant and care for trees to gladden the heart and 
                     promote the well-being of this and future generations. 
 
DATED         this 3rd day of May, 2010. 
 
                                                                                             Dan DeSmet, Mayor 
TRAVEL REQUESTS: 
 
 The council agreed to the following travel requests: Al Cerny, Human 
Resource/Finance Officer School, June 15-18, 2010, Mitchell, SD; Jennifer Keegan, SD 
Municipal Clerk Program, July 12-16, 2010, Vermillion, SD. 
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CLAIMS: 
 
 Motion was made by Council Member Peck to approve payment of the following 
claims. All members voted aye. 
 
GENERAL FUND: 
 
Al Faatz Inc., park 3’ cap...................................................................                           40.00 
Appeara, towels/coveralls/hand cleaner ............................................                           22.45 
Blaine McCance, 2010 firemen training for fireworks......................                         965.93 
Creative Product Source Inc., police line barricade & caution tape..                           63.44 
Dakota Flooring, police office floor tile & supplies..........................                         655.84 
Deadwood Gulch Resort, airport conference/lodging .......................                         275.00 
Department of Revenue, blood alcohol testing..................................                           70.00 
Golden West, May phone service ......................................................                         871.85 
Govt Finance Officers’ Assoc., SD Municipal Clerk Program registration               209.00 
Gregory Iron Works, park ½ “ rod.....................................................                             8.76 
Gregory Times Advocate, council publishing/sponsor ads ...............                         707.17 
Harrison Plumbing & Heating, fittings..............................................                             3.15 
Helms & Associates, industrial park airspace/height report to FAA.                         150.00 
Jim’s Garbage Service, garbage pickup service ................................                         175.00 
Klein’s True Value, paint/caulk/cable/supplies/push mower ............                         285.01 
Office Products Center, copy machine service contract ....................                           30.00 
Petty cash, postage reimbursement ....................................................                             5.05 
Rosebud Auto Parts, tire gauge/spark plugs/fittings/cap...................                           70.41 
Rosebud Farmers Union, gas/propane/oil changes/diesel fuel ..........                      1,834.90 
Runnings Supply Inc., supplies/grease gun/spade/chain link/fittings/fertilizer  769.95 
SD Govt Finance Officers Assoc., finance officer school registration                75.00 
SD Govt Human Resource Assoc., human resource school registration                25.00 
Sentry Siren Inc., decoder for main siren by Krotters .......................                      1,453.32 
The Health Pool of SD, May health insurance ..................................                      2,205.45 
Wm. Krotter Co., treated lumber/roller/concrete mix .......................                           62.46 
 
 Total   $                  11,034.14 
 
WATER FUND: 
 
Appeara, coveralls .............................................................................                             7.63 
Department of Revenue, water testing...............................................                           37.00 
Golden West, May phone service ......................................................                           82.09 
Harrison Plumbing & Heating, fittings/pump/water filter/o-rings ....                         537.75 
HD Supply Waterworks Ltd, chlorine injector part...........................                           70.77 
Petty cash, postage reimbursement ....................................................                             1.34 
Rosebud Auto Parts, o-ring material..................................................                           34.80 
Rosebud Farmers Union, gas/propane ...............................................                         284.73 
Runnings Supply Inc., rope/hand saw/wrench/fittings ......................                           36.87 
Sensus USA, autoread software support............................................                      1,320.00 
The Health Pool of SD, May health insurance ..................................                         882.18 
Tripp County Water User District, water service/38,000 gal ............                      3,047.50 
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US Postal Service, water billing postage ...........................................                         194.32 
 
 Total   $                    6,536.98 
 
 
 
SEWER FUND: 
 
Department of Revenue, wastewater testing......................................                         253.00 
Flexible Pipe Tool Company, sewer camera coupling gasket ...........                           23.00 
Petty cash, postage reimbursement ....................................................                             2.95 
Rosebud Farmers Union, gas .............................................................                           62.93 
Rural Development, May loan payment ............................................                      4,285.00 
 
 Total   $                    4,626.88 
 
WATER DEPOSIT: 
 
Judy Hickey, refund water deposit ....................................................                           23.09 
Lyle Haney, refund water deposit......................................................                           25.00 
 
 Total   $                         48.09 
                                                                                     Grand Total   $                  22,246.09           
 
PAYROLL OVERTIME APPROVED: 
Mark Fortuna, weekend water duty 4/24-25/10 
Michael Jacobsen, weekend water duty 4/17-18/10 
Jack Wenger, 1 hr overtime 
 
4-28-10 PAYROLL: 
BankWest, withholdings ....................................................................                      2,676.96                              
SDRS, retirement ...............................................................................                      1,485.02                               
Aflac, insurance .................................................................................                         122.48                               
Office of Child Support Enforcement, child support payment ..........                         219.23                               
Finance Officer ..................................................................................                      1,684.01                
Police Dept.........................................................................................                      4,041.59         
Street Dept .........................................................................................                      3,171.84 
Airport................................................................................................                         207.46   
Library ...............................................................................................                         822.86 
Water Dept .........................................................................................                      2,729.20 
 
ADJOURN: 
 
 Motion was made by Council Member Schlaht to adjourn. All members voted 
aye. 
 
                                                                                          Dan DeSmet, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
                  Jennifer Keegan, Assistant Finance Officer 
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