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Gregory City Council Meeting 
March 1, 2010 

 
 The Gregory City Council met in regular session on Monday, March 1, 2010 at 
the Gregory City Hall at 7:30 p.m. Prior to opening the official meeting at city hall, 
council members met at Senior Meals to inspect the condition of the building. Members 
present were: Mayor Dan DeSmet; Council Members, Gerrie Soper, Tim Mills, Blane 
Bartling, and Kevin Mikkelsen. Absent were Council Members Maurice Schlaht and 
Chad Peck. Others present were City Administrator/Finance Officer Al Cerny, Public 
Works Supt. Mark Fortuna and News Reporter Colleen Flynn. 
 
AGENDA: 
 
 Motion was made by Council Member Mikkelsen to approve the agenda as 
posted. All members voted aye. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
 Motion was made by Council Member Mills to approve the minutes of February 
15, 2010 as written. All members voted aye. 
 
OPENING OF SEWER LINE BIDS: 
 

Mayor DeSmet opened the bids for the sewer outfall project. Schedule A bids 
were for digging and laying new pipe. Schedule B bids were for re-lining existing pipe. 
The bids submitted were as follows: 
 
Schedule A: 
Excel Underground, $291,593.18 
H & W Contracting, $508,549.45 
LRC Inc., $321,895.40 
Menning Backhoe Service, $374,883.80 
Metro Construction, $296,121.66 
Northern Plains Construction, $363,948.60 
Schrank Construction, $266,647.95 
 
Schedule B: 
A-Tech Sewer, $171,064.00 
Insituform Technologies, $188,692.90 
Midlands Contracting, $152,332.40 
H & W Contracting, $207,622.40 
 

The bids were reviewed by Vern Arens and Eric Ambroson of District III to be 
checked for accuracy and meeting the conditions of the bid as advertised. 
 
DEPT. HEAD REPORT: 
 
 Public Works Supt. Mark Fortuna would like to host a South Dakota Local 
Transportation Assistance Program (LTAP) training course in Gregory. The council 
agreed to the request.  
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The quoted price for chip seal road oil is $658.00 per ton. Fortuna will purchase 
one truckload. Fortuna also gave the council a quote of $14,191.00 with trade of the old 
grasshopper mower for a new grasshopper mower. Motion was made by Council Member 
Bartling to purchase the quoted grasshopper mower from H & J Sales. All members 
voted aye. 
 
PEDESTRIAN PATH GRANT AMENDMENT: 
 
 The council agreed to have Mayor DeSmet sign a grant amendment from the 
state, which changes how much the state would pay for the pedestrian path. The state will 
pay all costs except the preliminary engineering and any change orders after August 15, 
2010. 
 
SENIOR MEALS BUILDING: 
 
 The council members discussed what they would do about the needed 
maintenance work for the Senior Meals building. It was agreed to do the following: 1) get 
estimates to replace the two east windows and front north door 2) have an electrician fix 
the electrical outlets in the kitchen and replace the fan 3) have someone fix or replace the 
electric hot water heater 4) paint the inside 5) clean and wax the floor 6) have the 
insurance adjuster re-inspect the building, and 7) fix or replace the north gutter. 
 
POLICE DEPT. REPORT: 
 
 Officer Steve McDowell reported that the police department had to investigate 
some small accidents and are doing school patrol. The speed board is being used to try 
and lower speeds. There are two weeks left of the DARE program. 
 
SEWER LINE EASEMENT: 
 
 The council agreed to the sewer line easement that the city was asking for. 
 
PETITIONS FILED: 
 
 Chad Peck and Tim Mills have filed petitions for the council from Wards I and 
III. Nobody filed for Mayor or Ward II Council Member so the incumbents will stay in 
office unless they resign. The incumbents are Mayor Dan DeSmet and Council Member 
Maurice Schlaht. 
 
LAGOON DISCHARGE: 
  
 The city received a warning letter from the state about some of the lagoon 
discharges being too high of contents for some areas tested. The contents were close to 
being acceptable. 
 
PAINT FOR HOMES: 
 
 The city received a letter from the South Dakota Housing Development Authority 
(SDHDA) that the 12th Annual SD Paint campaign is underway. SDHDA will purchase 



3/1/2010 3

paint for homes owned by people that are disabled or have a low income. Volunteers 
would have to paint the houses. The application deadline is April 9, 2010. 
 
CLAIMS: 
 

Motion was made by Council Member Mills to pay the following claims as 
presented. All members voted aye. 
 
GENERAL FUND: 
 
Appeara, towels/hand cleaner/coveralls/mats....................................                           41.82 
Santa Claudes Tree Service, tree removal & cleanup........................                         700.00 
Galls An Aramark Company, police dept. custom brass lettering.....                           18.28 
Gregory Iron Works, iron work/cutting edge ....................................                         349.90 
Gregory Times Advocate, council publishing ...................................                         227.75 
H & J Sales, IHC truck cable/cut off saw rental ................................                           67.50 
Helms & Associates, airport environmental assessment  
              for runway protection zone (RPZ) land purchase................                      5,030.76 
Jim’s Garbage Service, garbage pickup service ................................                         140.00 
Klein’s True Value, ice melt/bulbs/couplings/cement/PVC primer 
              airport vacuum bags/sanitizer/towels...................................                         238.85 
Mr. Automotive, acetyl/oxygen refills/nut/floor dry .........................                           75.45 
Office Products Center, monthly service contract MP2000L............                           35.13 
Opperman Inc., 5 hours hauling snow ...............................................                         375.00 
Petty cash, postage reimbursement ....................................................                           20.05 
RDJ Specialties Inc., police dept./140 frisbees..................................                         350.09 
Rosebud Electric Cooperative Inc., electricity ..................................                      4,106.35 
Rosebud Farmers Union, gas/propane/diesel fuel/fuel handle ..........                      2,599.32 
The Health Pool of SD, March health insurance ...............................                      2,205.45 
 
 Total   $                  16,581.70 
 
3RD CENT SALES TAX: 
Gregory Commercial Club, fireworks ...............................................                      8,000.00 
 
 Total   $                    8,000.00 
 
WATER FUND: 
Appeara, coveralls .............................................................................                             6.51 
Department of Revenue, water testing...............................................                           13.00 
HD Supply Waterworks Ltd., (6) 510P radio read meters/ 
               Command Link/(3) 1” frost plates ......................................                      1,101.97 
Petty cash, postage reimbursement ....................................................                               .78 
Rosebud Electric Cooperative Inc., electricity ..................................                      1,482.99 
Rosebud Farmers Union, gas/propane ...............................................                         261.15 
The Health Pool of SD, March health insurance ...............................                         882.18 
Tripp County Water User District, water service ..............................                      3,000.00 
US Postal Service, water billing postage ...........................................                         192.64 
 
   Total   $                    6,941.22 



 
SEWER FUND: 
 
Arens Engineering, outfall line replacement/project bid opening .....                      1,485.00 
Commercial Maintenance Chemical Corporation, lift station degreaser                    479.16 
Gregory Times Advocate, advertisement for bids/outfall line project                65.09 
Rosebud Electric Cooperative Inc., electricity ..................................                           68.87 
Rural Development, March loan payment .........................................                      4,285.00 
 
 Total   $                    6,383.12 
                                                                                     Grand Total   $                  37,906.04 
                                 
 
PAYROLL OVERTIME APPROVED: 
Jack Wenger, weekend water duty 2/27-28/10 
 
2-17-10 PAYROLL: 
 
BankWest, withholdings ....................................................................           2,671.16                              
SDRS, retirement ...............................................................................                      1,527.96                               
Aflac, insurance .................................................................................                         122.48                               
Office of Child Support Enforcement, child support payment ..........                         219.23                               
City of Gregory, extra cell phone charges .........................................                           48.06 
City of Gregory, Galls payment.........................................................                           37.42                               
Finance Officer ..................................................................................                      1,684.00                    
Police Dept.........................................................................................                      4,166.92 
Street Dept .........................................................................................                      3,106.15 
Airport................................................................................................                         220.99        
Library ...............................................................................................                         764.24 
Water Dept .........................................................................................                      2,769.20 
                   
BID RESULTS: 
 
 The two low bids, (Schrank Construction, $266,647.95, Schedule A and Midlands 
Contracting, $152,332.40, Schedule B) were determined that they were compliant and 
their bids were figured correctly. 
 Motion was made by Council Member Mills to accept the low bid for Schedule A 
to Schrank Construction for $266,647.95 on condition of South Dakota DENR approval. 
All members voted aye. 
 Motion was made by Council Member Mikkelsen to accept the low bid for 
Schedule B to Midlands Contracting for $152,332.40 on condition of South Dakota 
DENR approval and the submission of the proper CDBG forms. All members voted aye.  
 
ADJOURN: 
 
 Motion was made by Council Member Bartling to adjourn. All members voted 
aye. 
 
                                                                                             Dan DeSmet, Mayor 
ATTEST:  Al Cerny, Finance Officer 
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